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At A Glance: November 2015 Recap 
 
The average number of rounds played during November 2015 increased by 22.5% over November 2014 with 
the number of days open up 16.7%. In addition, November was the fifth consecutive month in 2015 with 
positive growth in rounds played. This monthly comparison resulted in the highest monthly percent change we 
have seen this year thanks to significantly warmer weather across most of the country.  

The ample growth in November rounds had a significant impact on year-to-date figures with YTD rounds 
played up 2.9% over the same period last year and a full percentage point from last month’s report. 
Approximately 99.0% percent of the annual golf rounds have been played through November. 

Golf facilities posted positive year-over-year growth in each of the four key revenue indicators for November 
2015 and YTD as compared to 2014. The YTD November 2015 increases in median facility revenues ranged 
from +2.3% for golf fee revenues to +5.5% for food and beverage revenues. This November marks the third 
consecutive month for year-over-year growth in each of the four key revenue indicators. For the month, golf 
facilities reported their second largest year-over-year (YOY) increase in total facility revenue, up 6.8%, while 
food and beverage revenue had the largest percent change, up 19.8%, versus November 2014.  

 
PerformanceTrak State Results and Weather – YTD November 2015 Recap 



At the conclusion of YTD November 2015, a total of 35 states posted year-over-year increases in golf rounds 
played and four states increased their play with fewer days open. The largest increases in year-over-year 
growth took place in Maine, West Virginia, states surrounding the Great Lakes and the Dakotas.  According to 
NOAA, this period has been the warmest since 2012 and record warm temperatures were experienced in 
Florida, Nevada, Washington and Oregon. Despite the prominence of states with warmer conditions, YTD 
2015 was the ninth wettest on record in the past 121 years, mostly across the central and southeastern U.S. 
Additionally, record wettest conditions were observed in Oklahoma. 

 

  
 
 
Below are weather maps for November 2015. These provide a snapshot of weather conditions and help provide insight 
on state performance and demand for golf. The eastern and central portions of the U.S. were much warmer than usual in 
November allowing golf facilities to remain open for play. Out of the 2,600 facilities that submitted November data this 
month, only 5.0% of these were closed for the season.  
 

                         
 
State-by-State Performance  
 

For the map above, Alaska was the only state with insufficient number of responses to report data. 

 

For the maps above: The numeric value within an area represents where it falls within the rank from 1 to 121 which covers the historical period of 
record-keeping (121 years).  It is sorted from highest to lowest value (Coldest/Driest to Warmest/Wettest). For example, if the value equals 13 on the 
1 to 121 scale, it represents the 13th coldest / driest period on record. A value of 109  would represent the 13th warmest / wettest.  

 



State-by-state results below highlight rounds played and days open for November 2015 in comparison to 2014. At 
the state level, 36 states reported positive growth in rounds played. The Northeast was much warmer/drier than 
usual this month which provided the opportunity for increased play this time of the year. In contrast, states in the 
West, Northwest and Southwest reported a colder than usual November which led to declines in available play this 
year with the exception of Idaho and Washington (growth in rounds with fewer days open). Heavy precipitation 
continued as the trend this month, however nineteen states that noted much wetter conditions also reported 
increases in rounds played. 

 
 
  



About PerformanceTrak  
 
PGA PerformanceTrak in Cooperation with the NGCOA is the industry’s leading rounds and revenue data 
collection and benchmarking service.  Reports are available by PGA Section, state and over 70 local markets. 
Golf facility operators also have the ability to benchmark their facility’s performance against their competitive 
market through our online reports tool. A dedicated team at the PGA of America National office gathers data 
monthly to support participation and benchmark reporting across the country and to assist with customer 
service inquiries. 
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