
course not only for obvious     

reasons of round counts, fee    

collection and score posting- but 

also for your safety.  #2. One cart 

per twosome and 2 carts per three 

some or foursome please!  Not 

only do we need every cart we 

have available at this time of year, 

but this also helps to reduce the 

wear and tear on the golf course!  

Cart traffic is the number one  

reason for thinning turf in high     

volume areas.  The constant traffic 

compacts the soil and makes it 

more difficult for water, air and 

nutrients to penetrate to the roots 

resulting in weak turf.  This is 

especially important during these 

winter months as turf is  already 

stressed and recovery is slow.  

This also plays into #3 Please be 

conscious of where you are     

driving.  We ask golfers to keep 

carts on the path at all tee boxes 

and greens plus the entire length of 

par three’s.  Unless you truly have 

a handicap that does not allow you 

to follow these guidelines, please 

be considerate of the turf and  

playing conditions by being aware 

of where you drive.  A side benefit 

of course is something we can all 

use . . . a little exercise! 

     A shout out of Congratulations 

to our WPC Women Golfers for 

retaining the Cup from this year’s 

interclub matches!  Nice going 

ladies!   
 
 

May the wind always be at your back,  

     Looks like we have made it all 

the way to March this year with 

barely a frost delay and lots of 

perfect golf weather.  Luck of the 

Irish maybe?   

     We are kicking off March with 

a 9 and Dine on Saturday the 4th!  

This popular format is a great way 

to meet some new people and have 

some fun.  The format will be a 

four person scramble.  You can 

sign up as a foursome or we will 

be happy to pair you up!  Details 

and sign up is available in the golf 

shop. 

     Have you been thinking about 

giving golf a try but just don’t 

know how to get started?  We have 

created a program to introduce you 

to the game, provide you golf  

instruction, and get you out on the 

golf course playing! The program 

will begin Monday March 6th.  

Look for Rick’s Golf School flyer 

in this newsletter for details or call 

the golf shop. Come learn the 

game of a lifetime! 

     For our non-golfers we have a 

fun evening planned the following 

weekend to get you out dancing!  

Endless Summer, a Beach Boys 

tribute band, will be here Saturday 

March 11th to entertain us.      

Dinner, music and dancing on 

Saturday March 11th. Dancing 

shoes and reservations  required.   

     We’ll go from dancing to beach 

music to avoiding the beach (also 

know as a bunker or sand trap on 

the golf course) at all cost the   

following week end with the   

an n u a l  co n tes t  fo r  C lub         

Champion”.  36 holes of head to 

head competition is scheduled for 

Saturday March 18th and Sunday 

March 19th to determine the best 

players at our club.  But don’t let 

the   competition scare you!  All 

Golf Members are encouraged to     

participate; it’s a great experience 

and we need to give the eventual 

winners some competition!  Laurie 

Chatey is 2016’s reigning      

Women’s Club Champion and 

Richard Frank is the 2016 Men’s 

Champion.  Who will challenge 

these two for the 2017 title?  Play 

to give the champs some         

competition or play to support the 

efforts, but come out and play!   

     The Women’s Member Guest 

will be hosted here at the end of 

March.  Ice Breaker Cocktail Party 

On Thursday March 30th followed 

by a 36 Hole Ringer Tournament 

played on Friday afternoon and 

Saturday morning all wrapped up 

in a Florida Par-Tee theme with 

great food, fun, prizes and    

friendship!  Golf members are 

encouraged to invite up to three 

guests or you can pair up with 

another member and her guest.  If 

you need help putting together a 

pairing; just let us know and we’ll 

be happy to help.   

     Getting a little ahead of myself 

on the calendar here but be sure to 

check out the Bus Trip to Black 

Diamond on May 22nd.  There is a 

flyer with the details on page 13 of 

this newsletter and we are starting 

to take reservations.  Space is  

limited to 48 so don’t miss out on 

a great trip to play The Quarry 

course . . . it is awesome!   

     A couple of reminders please as 

we are in the peak of our busy 

season.  #1.  Please, please, 

please . . . If there is no personnel 

at the bag drop when you arrive for 

golf, please stop in the golf shop to 

let us know you are here.  It is 

crucial that we know who is on the 
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I would like to start off by   

wishing Mr. Cousino a speedy 

recovery after a recent medical 

procedure!  Mr. Cousino has 

always given me both positive 

and negative feedback about 

course conditions and has made 

me a better Superintendent   

because of it!  I have a          

tremendous amount of respect 

for him and cannot wait to see 

him back on the course very 

soon! 

It is hard to believe that I am 

writing the March Newsletter!  It 

seems that the months are flying 

by!  February brought more 

precipitation, 2.25”, than we had 

received  s ince October .       

However, looking at the lakes, 

we can all tell that it isn’t 

enough! Traditionally in our part 

of Florida, February is one of the 

coldest months.  In February of 

2016 we had three frost days, 

two of which were below    

freezing.  This year our coldest 

day was 39 degrees on February 

17th and we did not have a   

single frost day.  Winter is  

winding down and we may see a 

cold day or two in March, but 

the likelihood is small. 

After the February newsletter 

went out, a member made me 

aware of the fact that no one 

pays attention to what was said 

about golf course etiquette. 

That’s fine…I would be doing 

the membership at Grand Haven 

a huge disservice by not talking 

about it!  The team at Golf 

Course Maintenance works hard 

every morning to prepare the 

course for the play that 

day.  Ultimately it is up to you as 

members to keep it that way 

throughout the day! PLEASE fill 

divots, PLEASE rake your   

footprints in bunkers, PLEASE 

enter/exit from the low side of a 

bunker, PLEASE fix ball marks, 

PLEASE do not “scuff” your 

feet when walking across a 

green, PLEASE keep carts off of 

tee and green slopes, PLEASE 

do not ride directly over tee tops 

in order to avoid ropes/stakes 

(didn’t think I would ever have 

to mention this!), PLEASE   

adhere to the 90 degree rule 

when leaving the cart path.   

Following these request will 

make everyone’s experience at 

Grand Haven more enjoyable 

and would help us out           

tremendously.  My goal at Grand 

Haven has been and will always 

be to have a golf course that we 

can all be proud of.  It is a team 

effort that takes all members of 

the Grand Haven family! I work 

every day in order to achieve 

t h a t  g o a l !  W i t h  y o u r             

cooperation…we can continue to 

do so…together! 

Last month we started our 

Spring cultural practices.  This is 

due in large part to the warm 

weather.  On February 20th we 

did a light verticut and topdress 

on the greens.  This is the     

earliest that I personally have 

ever verticut!  Many of the tee 

boxes show how busy the course 

has been.  As I write this     

n e w s l e t t e r ,  w e  a r e                 

aerifying  blue, white, and green 

tee boxes.  This will be done on 

a monthly basis as we work to 

heal the damaged areas. Besides 

some of the tee boxes, the course 

has “wintered” very well.  If the 

March forecast holds true, we 

will be mowing grass non-stop 

sooner than in the past.  This 

month we will continue to do 

more of the same cultural     

practices as we gear up for a 

great summer! 

Shaw Tree Service completed 

Hurricane Matthew cleanup on 

February 7th.  We are in the 

process of addressing many of 

the areas that Shaw worked 

in.  They were contracted to only 

trim/remove large trees and 

grind the stumps.  The removal 

of the underbrush and stumps 

that they did not grind will be up 

to the Golf Maintenance 

team.  Even with the above  

average temperatures, we are 

working hard on clearing many 

non-turf areas.  This year the 

team is doing a phenomenal job 

with the clearing and I could not 

be happier! My fear is that 

Mother Nature will force us to 

mow at a greater frequency 

sooner and we may run out of 

time before we complete all 

these areas!  That scenario can 

be seen as both a good and a bad 

thing. 

On March 30th, Escalante Golf 

will host the first round of the 

Shell Houston Open at The Golf 

Club of Houston.  This year, I 

was asked by Escalante to be a 

part of the volunteer staff for 

tournament week.  I am not sure 

yet what I will be tasked with 

(raking bunkers, cutting cups, 

etc.), but I am excited for the 

opportunity!  If all goes   

according to plan, I will fly 

out on Saturday March 25th 

and return home after course 

preparations are completed 

for the final round on Sunday 

April 2nd. Obviously, my 

responsibilities at Grand  

Haven come first…things can 

change between now and 

then!  If I am able to attend, I 

will be sure to share photos 

of the experience, in an    

upcoming newsletter. 

Many of you have stopped 

me to talk or sent an email 

with questions, comments, or 

concerns. I thoroughly enjoy 

c o n v e r s i n g  wi t h  t h e        

membership and try to make 

myself available to do so! As 

always, I can be reached by 

e m a i l , 

twest@grandhavengc.com.    

    

  Turf Talk 

  By:  TJ West, Superintendent 
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“My goal at Grand 

Haven has been and 

will always be, to have 

a golf course that we 

can all be proud of.  It 

is a team effort that 

takes all members of 

the Grand Haven 

family! I work every 

day in order to achieve 

that goal! With your             

cooperation…we can 

continue to do so…

together!” 



Have a great round or a great shot while golfing?  Share it 

with our golf pro or click here email the golf shop and it will 

be featured in the next newsletter.  

I want to take the time to 

thank all the members who 

run the weekly groups and 

the Association Committees 

who plan and arrange the 

season’s events. With the 

fantastic weather we have 

experienced this winter you 

have all been so cooperative  

helping us fit other players in 

with your groups and just 

letting the Golf Shop know if 

you are not going to fill all 

your slots. The Associations 

have put forth an effort to 

help encourage faster play 

among its members so many 

thanks from us to all of you! 

The course has played a lot of 

rounds this winter and your 

cooperation, everyone can 

enjoy their round.  

 

Also: Please use the grand-

havengc@grandhavengc.com 

email address for all time 

sensitive requests like      

tournament sign ups, tee 

times , league sign ups etc. 

 From the Golf Shop 

 By:  Billy VanArsdale 
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 Kaye Boyer-Ryan missed a hole in one by the smallest amount imaginable during the   

Couples Club Championship. Kaye used a 6 iron on the 5th hole Sunday February 19th . 

Kaye’s shot ended on the lip less than 1 inch from the hole. 

 February 24, 2017, Marion Hessert scored and Eagle on hole #6.  It was witnessed by 

Sandy Pearson, BJ Mott, and Karen Gillis.   

Great Shots & Great Rounds 

Monday ~ Sunday            

7:00 am ~ 5:00 pm 

 

Tee Time reservations can be 

made by calling the Golf Shop 

7 days a week.   

 

  

Score posting after Golf Shop 

hours can be done from home 

using My GAF Golf Life. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday and Wednesday 

Front of Range 7am to 5pm 

Back of Range 7am to 4pm 

 

Thursdays 

Front of Range 7am to 4pm 

Back of Range 7am to 3pm 

An early close is needed to 

accommodate a clean pick for 

mowing the following      

morning. 

 

Fridays and Saturdays 

Front of Range 7am to 5pm 

Back of Range 7am to 4pm 

 

 

Golf Shop  

Hours of Operation 

Driving Range  
Hours of Operation 

 

All Titleist winter gloves and caps  

25% off the retail price.  

Buy two and get an additional 10% off.  

mailto:grandhavengc@grandhavengc.com?subject=Great%20Shot%20&%20Great%20Round
mailto:grandhavengc@grandhavengc.com
mailto:grandhavengc@grandhavengc.com


How important are new members to our club? 

They say that “If every member referred just 

one person, a club would always thrive.”   

Our number one resource of new members has 

been referrals and real-estate. 123 homes were 

sold last year inside the gates of Grand Haven. 

That’s a potential of 123 new members to our 

club. We know not all new residents are    

golfers but we are hoping to create golfers 

with our new golf school!  

 

Knowing how crucial new residents are in 

creating new members, the golf club has sent 

out welcome letters to all new residents who 

purchased homes in 2017. While the welcome 

letter and invitation to play the course does 

bring us a few prospects, we’re also looking to 

our current membership to reach out to your 

friends and neighbors. Maybe it’s your new 

tennis partner who plays golf or your new 

bridge partner that would enjoy our social 

membership.  We’re happy to make a lunch or 

dinner reservation or a tee time for any      

potential new member;  just have them contact 

me to set it up.   

After introducing our new residents to our golf 

club, we always point them in the direction of 

our Trial Membership. The Trial Membership 

is a great opportunity to experience the golf 

club without making a full commitment. The 

Trial Membership includes full golf benefits 

for 3 consecutive months, for only $1200. The 

best part of the Trial Membership is being able 

to apply the $1200 toward any initiation fee as 

a credit! What a great opportunity to try it 

before you buy it!  

Membership, Parties, & More 

By Jeri Harper, Director of Sales 
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New Members  

at 

Grand Haven 

 

Ronald Ferrara 

Single Associate 

The Hub of the Club 

By Sarah Wells 

Since March is the month we celebrate St. 

Patrick’s Day and we talk about being Lucky, 

this month’s topic for me is our Hole-N-One 

Club.  By joining the Hole in One Club, you 

are insuring that if you are lucky enough (or 

good enough!) to have a Hole in One—your 

Bar Bill is covered for all those drinks you 

would have to buy!  And, if you are at the 

club on a day someone else has a Hole in 

One that is in the Hole in One Club—you get 

a Free Drink!  Either way, it is $3.00 that is 

well invested!  Many members have come 

and gone over the last few years that were 

part of this group, so for 2017 this list was 

part of the sign-up process for dues.  There 

were 3 options, 1.  Sign Me Up, 2. Sign Me 

and My Spouse Up, or 3. No I don’t wish to 

participate.  If you did not check these boxes 

then you have not been put into this group.  

The charge to be in the Hole-N-One Club is 

$3.00 per person.  The $3 is not charged every 

time there is a Hole in One, only when funds 

in the club fall below $500.  If a Hole-N-One 

happens and the balance is OVER $500.00 

then no charge will occur. If you missed this 

sign-up or want to make sure you part of this 

list please send me an email or give me a call.  

You can sign-up in my office or through the 

Golf Shop.  If you have any questions just let 

me know.  Until next time I hope you all are 

LUCKY on the golf course! 
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From the Kitchen 

By Chef JP Roberts 

Hello everyone in Grand  

Haven,  oh how time flies.  I 

am celebrating my first    

anniversary this month and 

would like to thank all of you 

for all the support. Enough 

about me, I hope everyone 

has seen the new ala carte 

menu. We have added some 

favorites from the lunch 

menu that will really round 

out the menu offerings. 

Please be sure to ask about 

some of our vegetarian     

offerings as well.  I have 

been studying up on my 

vegetarian.  We also have 

many events to sign up for, I 

am cooking four whole pigs 

for Endless Summer, the 

Nine and Dine menu is   

looking amazing with a   

carving station and baked 

potato bar. We are going to        

celebrate March Birthdays 

with an homage to Ireland 

cooking corned beef and  

cabbage, and authentic beef 

pie. For my golfers please 

check your dates and sign up 

for all of our two day tourna-

ments – we have some great 

menus planned.  Come in and     

celebrate hump day with 

“ W i n e  D o w n             

Wednesdays”,  ask me how 

to get a free bottle of wine on 

Wednesdays.  It has been a 

great year so far and I look 

forward to the rest.   Here 

from a little kitchen in the 

heart of Grand Haven, this is 

Chef saying “if the water 

isn’t boiling just add some 

salt”. 

//ghserver/sharedrive/BEO's/2017/4 - April/4.16 - Easter/EASTER FLYER 1.pdf


Announcing the 2017 MGA President’s Cup 

Tournament. 

 

March is sign up time for the 2017 MGA 

President’s Cup Tournament to be held for 

MLA league members on consecutive weeks 

April 5 and 12. This is another of our three 

Ryder Cup formats where teams are created 

from the league membership and are assigned 

to compete in competition over this period. 

The teams will be captained by MGA leaders 

and announced soon. 

The winning team is the team that collects the 

largest number of points during the two-week 

tournament. 

 

Wednesday, April 5th:      

FRONT SIDE-  

4-ball Tournament  

(2-man team match play)  

BACK SIDE-  

2 MAN Scramble  

 

Wednesday, April 12th:  

18-hole individual match play Nassau 

 

All players (MGA Members) will sign up for 

this tournament (as individuals) in the SIGN-

UP BOOK located in the Pro Shop starting 

March 15th and ending at 2:00 pm on March 

29th. If you’re not sure where this book is, 

simply inquire at the Pro Shop Desk. 

 

Following the match on April 12th, the MGA 

Spring luncheon will take place for all league 

members in the clubhouse. So, don’t hesitate. 

Sign-up for participation beginning March 

15th. 

Grand Haven Men’s Golf Association 

By:  Mike Tebbano 
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Handicap Committee 

By:  Roger Consola & Billy Wood 

For the month of January, we started a new 

policy of letting golfers know when he/she 

was  getting a Penalty score for not posting. 

We are hoping the notices would act as sort of 

a reminder. 

 

The pro shop got some push-back from some 

who felt warnings or pre-penalty notices 

should have been sent BEFORE the “P” was 

issued. Sorry - enough information and notice 

of the  process has been out there for more 

than a year, and it’s always the responsibility 

of each golfer to post all score, home and 

away. 

There was also a very surprising up-tick in no-

posts. About 800 rounds were reviewed, and 

there were about 50 no-posts – over 6%. 

 

So we don’t know the answer; however, Club 

competitions are on-going, plus more are com-

ing up quickly, so handicap accuracy is more 

relevant. 

 

Please be reminded to review addition, turn in 

your cards (we have gone back to the drop-

box by the computer), and post with 72 hours 

of your round. 

Roger & Billy 
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2017  

Golf Calendar 

Plan ahead and 

Save The Date! 

March 18th & 
19th, 2017 

Club  
Championship 

March 30th – 
April 1st, 2017 

Women’s 
Member/Guest 

April 20th – 22nd, 
2017 

Men’s  
Member/
Member 

May 20th & 21st, 
2017 

Grand  
Haven Cup 

The LGLGH is a nine-hole league that is open to all women golf members or associate mem-

bers of the club.  We meet each Thursday morning for an 8:30 shotgun start.  Twice a month we 

have a game which is purely for fun.  We have two flights and the winner of each wins $5.00.  

We encourage members to come in for lunch after play to enjoy the social aspect of the league.  

The LGLGH is also a member of the Coastal Niners, which is an inter-league club.  There are 

eight different clubs in the Coastal Niners and we play five tournaments a year. 

We want to welcome our newest member, Joan Chirgwin.  Also, congratulations to our “game 

day” winners for February: Alice LaFond, Kathy Lynn, Pat Johnson, and Joan Chirgwin.   

Sally Nord                                    

LGLGH President 

Ladies Golf League of Grand Haven 

By:  Sally Nord 

Grand Haven Women’s Golf Association 

By:  Sheila Tebbano 

 

On Monday, February 27th, 

the HBWGA will host our 

second event of the season.  

15 GHWGA members will 

travel to the Conservatory 

Course for afternoon golf 

with the Hammock Beach 

ladies, followed by dinner.   

 

These events provide our 

members with an opportunity 

to meet new golfers and play 

different courses.   

Sheila Tebbano, President 

GHWGA 

tebbanos@gmail.com  

The Grand Haven Women’s 

Golf Association began a 

new activity this season.  On 

December 12, 2016 we 

hosted our first Interclub 

event with the ladies from 

Hammock Beach Women’s 

Golf Association.  This event 

brought 14 players from 

Grand Haven and Hammock 

Beach together for an after-

noon of golf, followed by a 

cocktail hour and a delicious 

dinner.   
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NOW  

AVAILABLE IN OUR  

GOLF SHOP! 

WEDGE FITTING DAY MONDAY, MARCH 27TH 

2:00 - 3:30 PM ON DRIVING RANGE 

Come find out why “Bounce” is so important  

and which one is best for you! 

mailto:tebbanos@gmail.com
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2017 Club Championship 

Saturday, March 18
th

 & Sunday, March 19
th

 
 

ENTRY FEE      $50.00  
Includes trophies, credit book awards, and Sunday awards Luncheon 

The entry fee does not include any applicable cart or greens fees. 
 

FORMAT                    
36 Holes Stroke Play 

 

MEN’S FLIGHTING    
Championship Flight is GROSS SCORE ONLY and will play Blue Tee Markers.  

All handicap flights will play choice of Dark Oak, White or Light Oak Tee Markers. Sign up for the flight you 

would like to compete in. Net prizes will be awarded in the flights.        
 

WOMEN’S DIVISION    
All play will be from the Green tees 

Low gross 36 hole score will determine the Women’s Club Champion. The player with the second lowest 36 

hole gross score will be the runner up. All other players will be eligible for net prizes in the Women’s Divi-

sion.  
 

STARTING TIMES            
Round 1 – 9:00 AM – 11:00 a.m.   

Round 2 – 9:00 AM  SHOTGUN START  

Luncheon awards to follow play Sunday. Spouses, guests and significant others are welcome to attend. The 

cost is $25 inclusive. 

 
In the event of a gross tie in the Championship Flight, 

a 3 hole aggregate score playoff using holes #9, #10 and #18  

will be held upon completion of play on Sunday. If a tie still exists 

 there will be a sudden death playoff beginning on hole #10. 

Any net flight tie will be decided by the U.S.G.A. system 
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The Nineteenth Hole 

Plan ahead and Save The Date! 

Make your reservation early 

 

 

March Birthday Bash 

Tuesday, March 14th 

5:30 - 7:00 pm 

Reservations Required 

March Turkey Buffet 

Tuesday, March 28th    

5:30 - 7:00 pm 
Reservations Required 
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Endless Summer 

A Beach Boys Tribute Band 

Saturday March 11th 

Music, dinner and dancing 

Grand Haven 

Club Championship 

Saturday March 18th 

Sunday March 19th 

Happy Hour  

with Live Music  
Featuring Kevin Quinn 

March 3rd & 17th 

2017 Women’s Member-Guest 

March 30th - April 1st 

 

 

Invitational 
March 23rd—25th 

 

Learn and Play GOLF SCHOOL 

A Full Month of Instruction with practice  

and playing opportunities. 

Beginning March 6th, 2017 

Pick up a flyer in the Golf Shop 

This program is focusing on New Golfers!   

This is a great chance to learn how to play,  

meet some people to play with  

AND get on the golf course!   



 

VALENTINE’S DAY 2017 
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The 2017 Mixed Couples  

Club Championship 
 

Over All Club Champions:  

Lynn & Gary Lefler      

Gross Runner Up:  

Joan Callahan & Tom Mansfield   

1st Flight 

1st Net: Peg & Dana Pettingell   

2nd Net: Kenny O’Conner & Rich DeCola  

 

2nd Flight 

1st Gross: Pat & Richard Kawa   

2nd Gross: Amy & Bob Lamb Score: 223  

1st Net Tie: Pat & Tom Driscoll Score: 176  

1st Net Tie: Christina Jamieson & David Hessert Score: 176  



Grand Haven Golf Club 
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