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Gasoline Dispensing Operations

Dust Control

Overseeding

Weed Abatement

Welcome

March 2015 

Program Briefing

Maricopa County

Mark Hubbard
Business Assistance Coordinator

markhubbard@mail.maricopa.gov

602-506-5102

 Recent studies confirm that small businesses are substantially disadvantaged in complying with 

environmental regulations when compared to their large business counterparts. 

 In addition, small companies are more likely to be negatively affected by regulations if they do not 

participate in the training and help offered by the local Governments.

 Small business owners who are not linked into government information networks may miss 

opportunities, such as this one, to get involved with how regulations affect them.

Mission

Maricopa County
Air Quality Department

To provide clean air to Maricopa County 
residents and visitors so they can live, 

work and play in a healthy environment

mailto:markhubbard@mail.maricopa.gov
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Air Quality 

Regulatory Authority

Federal
EPA

State
ADEQ

County
MCAQD

Local
Cities

Maricopa County
Air Quality Department

What is 
MCAQD?

Regulatory agency for 
most air permits (7,000)

Air monitoring program 
(24 fixed sites)

Trip reduction 
program (3,125 

work/school 
sites, 703,000 
employees)

Dust control 
(14,674 

inspections)

Enforcement (560 
cases FY13)

Rules outreach and 
business assistance

Maricopa County Air Quality

Business Assistance Program

• Timely information through regular E-mails

• Frequent Program Briefings
• Rules in plain language

• Face to Face engagement with regulators

• Compliance Assistance

• Workshop Trainings

• Enforcement case review
• Technical permit assistance

• Non-enforcement site visits
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Air Quality Permit Primer

• Title V

• Non Title V

• General 

• Earthmoving

• Open Burn

• Asbestos Notifications

What is an Air Quality Permit? 

• All General Permits issued for 

a term of 5 years. 

• Each type of general permit 

expires on the same date

• All Gasoline dispensing 

operations permits will expire 
on   11/3/2018

About My Permit

• If there are no changes or 
modifications to your 

permit  - you can submit 

this one page renewal 

form (link can be found on the 

information page)

• There is no fee for the 

renewal application. 

How Do I renew My Permit? 
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Permit Questions?

• What if I need to make changes to my 

permit?

– Contact update Form
• Contact information changes  

• Owner address changes

• Mailing address

What am I permitted for?

Gasoline Dispensing Operations

• Fuel storage tanks
• Operational requirements

• Duties to minimize emissions

• Recordkeeping

Dust Generating Operations

• Opacity
• Stabilization requirements

• Recordkeeping

On-site Inspections

• Primary goal:

– Conduct unbiased inspections of air 

pollution sources and determine compliance 
with rules, regulations and permit conditions  
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On-site Inspections

• When the inspector comes on site
Head straight for managers office to find the site contact
 Introduction

 Identification

 Inspection Rights

• The Inspection
Administrative records review
Site walk around  

Make it easy on yourself
and the inspector

• Keep records organized 
– Possibly in a notebook or file

• Educate all employees on what to expect if 

an inspector shows up
– We may conduct the inspection even when the site contact is not 

present

What does an inspector look for?

Administrative: 
• Permit

– Is the permit current?

– Fees paid?

– Posted in a conspicuous location?

• Inspection Logs
– Are the inspections current 

and complete?

– When did the last inspection occur?

• Throughput Records
– Rolling annual total of gasoline 

delivered (48 hours to submit)
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Site Inspection

Above Ground Storage Tanks (AST)

• Not required to have spill containment 

receptacle.
– If it is installed, it must comply with regulations for 

underground storage tanks

Violations (2010-2015)

646 Violations

• Section 301 – Spill Containment violations
– 290 violations - Holes, cracks, foreign material

• Section 302 – Fill Pipe violations
– 90 violations - Fill pipe distance from the bottom
– 44 violations – Fill pipe cap – damaged or gasket missing 

• Section 502 - Recordkeeping
– 144 violations – Not readily available, missing              

inspections, fuel throughput
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Violations
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Rule 353 Violations (2010-Current)

88% of all Violations between 

2010 – Current are 
from four categories

On-Site Inspection

• Tank inspection
– Clean spill containment receptacles
– Cap Gaskets installed

– Fill pipe measures less than 6” from the bottom

– Fill pipe assembly is tight and does not turn

– Only one delivery pipe (if more than one lock all 

others)

Missing Gasket

353 s302.2b
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Dust Generating Operations

Section 9

• Opacity
– Emissions cannot exceed 20%
– Dust cannot go beyond the property line (vehicle 

traffic, overseeding, landscaping, weed abatement).

• Disturbed Surface Areas – stability requirement
– Crust

– Vegetation

P-25 Leaf Blower Ordinance

• Purpose

– To prohibit the use of leaf blowers for blowing of 

landscape debris into public roadways and operating 

leaf blowers on surfaces that have not been stabilized.

• Applicability

– This ordinance applies to individual private users, 

landscaping companies, and public employees within 

sections of Area A.

P-25 Leaf Blower Ordinance

• Restrictions

– Blowing of landscape debris into public roadways.

– Operating leaf blowers on surfaces that have not 
been stabilized.

• Landscape debris includes but is not limited to:

– Grass clippings, leaves, branches, soil, and rock

• Stabilized surface

– Asphaltic concrete, cement concrete, gravel, grass or other 

continuous vegetative cover
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P-25 Leaf Blower Ordinance

Overseeding

• Generally overseeding projects do not require a 

dust permit on their own; however, the dust 

emissions generated during these projects are 

still regulated. 

• Use dust control measures when dust is visible, 

ex. water application, street sweeping.

• Visible emissions cannot travel beyond the 

property line. 

Overseeding Tips

• Avoid scalping on windy days

• Don’t over dry the area

• Apply water to moisten the area prior to scalping

• Keep dust collection screens and filters in good 

working order. 

• Moisten piles before transporting. 
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Weed Abatement

• History
– MCAQD has traditionally issued Rule 310 NOV’s to 

weed abatement activities when discovered in the 

field

• Current Guidance
– Weed abatement activities qualify for the General 

Stationary Dust-Generating sources permit and not 

the Rule 310 Earthmoving permit as long as the 
activity is not preparation for a construction activity

Weed Abatement

• Mowing

• By Hand

• Chemicals

Regardless of how weeds are removed, if the 

surface is disturbed, it must be re-stabilized to 

prevent it from becoming a source of fugitive 

dust that could cross the property line. 

• Discing

• Blading
VS.

Links

• Records request: 
– http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/contact_us/docs/pdf/Records%20Request-Non-Commercial.pdf

• Permit Transfer Application:
– http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/permit_engineering/docs/pdf/Permit-Transfer.pdf

• Contact Information Changes
– http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/permit_engineering/docs/pdf/ContactUpdateForm.pdf

• Rule 353
– http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/planning analysis/rules/docs/353-9906.pdf

• General Permit for Gasoline Dispensing Operations
– http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/permit engineering/docs/pdf/Gas_Station_General Permit.pdf

Can’t find the form you looking for?

Contact the Business Assistance Coordinator 
602-506-5102   or    AQbusinessassistance@mail.maricopa.gov

http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/contact_us/docs/pdf/Records Request-Non-Commercial.pdf
http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/permit_engineering/docs/pdf/Permit-Transfer.pdf
http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/permit_engineering/docs/pdf/ContactUpdateForm.pdf
http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/planning_analysis/rules/docs/353-9906.pdf
http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/divisions/permit_engineering/docs/pdf/Gas_Station_General_Permit.pdf
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Thank you!

Questions?


