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Arizona and Golf 

Spending in 2012 adjusted to 2014 excluding direct spending on 

airfare, an estimated $58M in out-of-state visitor direct spending 

attributed to major golf tournaments 

Annual sales of golf-related business in Arizona was $270 million 
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UofA study – Arizona golf industry had a total economic contribution 

of $3.9 billion in sales 

“$2.5 billion in sales, nearly 29,500 full and part time jobs earning 

$1.1 billion in labor income, $1.4 billion in value added” 

“Total direct impact of golf tourism to Arizona’s economy in 2014 was 

an estimated $598,300,000”. 

Arizona and Golf 

Golf and Labor

UofA study (2014) – golf facility operations - $1.1B in sales to state 

economy 

Total contribution [w/ multipliers] - $2.5B in sales, $1.4B in value added 

29,500 full and part time jobs 

$72 million in state and local taxes supported 

$39 million in direct state and local sales tax revenues  
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Water and Golf

In 2014, golf facilities used an estimated 55,000 acres of 

land in Arizona, and golf facilities used an estimated 

167,397 acre-feet of irrigation water state-wide

On average, 15.7% of golf irrigation water was Central 

Arizona Project (CAP) water, 1.9% was surface water, 38.5% 

was groundwater, 35.0% was reclaimed water, with the rest 

coming from other sources

Management strategies include irrigation audits; turfgrass 

reductions; and overseeding, which is the most common 

strategy used to maximize efficient water use

Water and Golf in Arizona

130,116 acre-feet of self-

supplied freshwater was used 

to irrigate golf courses, 1.9% 

of Arizona’s total freshwater 

withdrawals, excluding 

effluent use

Only one county (Santa Cruz) 

exceeds 5% of total county 

freshwater withdrawals

Overall, conservation efforts 

at golf facilities aim to 

balance use of natural 

resources with economic 

viability of these courses.
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AZ Department of Water Resources regulates use of 

groundwater in designated Active Management Areas (AMAs)

Golf course irrigation water use within AMAs is required to be 

tracked and reported to AZ Department of Water Resources

Of the 313 golf facilities in Arizona, 252 (81%) are in AMAs, 

and 183 of those are in the Phoenix AMA

Golf represented 3.5% of total AMA water use in Arizona in 

2014


