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Monday, November 10, 2014 
10:30 a.m. Dollars for Scholars Golf Tournament 
Mississippi State University Golf Course (box lunch provided)

5:30–7:30 p.m. Welcome Reception
The Beer Garden of Hotel Chester
101 North Jackson Street

Tuesday, November 11, 2014
8–8:45 a.m. Registration 
Coffee & Pastries

8:45 a.m. Welcome
Mr. Josh Quinn, MTA President
Dr. Jay McCurdy, Assistant Extension Professor, 
Mississippi State University

9 a.m. Herbicide Resistance: Hard Facts
Dr. Ramon Leon, Assistant Professor, University of Florida, West Florida
Research and Education Center, Jay, Florida

10 a.m. Break

10:15 a.m. Back to Back Opens: How It Was Done
Mr. Chris Hartwiger, Director of Course Consulting, United States Golf As-
sociation

11:15 a.m. Maximize Your Preemergence Application: 
Preemergence Herbicide Placement and Movement in the Soil
Dr. Ramon Leon, Assistant Professor, University of Florida, West Florida
Research and Education Center, Jay, Florida

Conference & Trade Show

MISSISSIPPI 
Turfgrass 

Association



12:15 p.m. Lunch
Research Updates
Mississippi State University faculty and students

4 p.m. MTA Business Meeting and Awards

Presidential Address
Perfect Turf Lawn Solutions
Mr. Josh Quinn, MTA president 

The Importance of MTA 
Dr. Mike Phillips, Department Head, Plant and Soil Sciences, 
Mississippi State University

5–7 p.m. Intern Interview Extravaganza 
(with hors d’oeuvres)

Wednesday, November 12, 2014
7:45 a.m. Continued registration
Coffee & Pastries

8:30–11 a.m. Concurrent Breakout Sessions 
(45 minutes + 5 minutes for questions) 

Breakout Session 1
Science of Pest Management

The Science Behind Fungicides: How They Work
Dr. Maria Tomaso-Peterson, Associate Professor, 
Mississippi State University

Diagnosing and Controlling Nematodes
Dr. Alan Henn, Extension Professor, Mississippi State University

1:30–4 p.m. Trade Show Dessert Social and Auction—
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR VENDORS!

Pollinator-Friendly Habitat for the Turfgrass Industry
Dr. Jay McCurdy, Assistant Extension Professor, 
Mississippi State University

Breakout Session 2
Soil Science and Management

Soil Nutrient Management: Better Turf, Fewer Inputs
Dr. Jac Varco, Professor, Mississippi State University 

Soil Testing and Reporting: What Does My Soil Test Say?
Dr. Keith Crouse, Associate Extension Professor, 
Mississippi State University

Soil Physical Properties: Beyond the Basics
Dr. Barry Stewart, Associate Professor, 
Mississippi State University

10:30 a.m. Break

11 a.m.
MSU Turfgrass Breeding: History and Future
Mr. Wayne Philley, Research Associate, and Dr. Christian Baldwin,
Assistant Professor, Mississippi State University

Noon Adjourn and CEU/Pesticide sign-up

We are an equal opportunity employer, and all qualified applicants will receive consideration for
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability status, protected
veteran status, or any other characteristic protected by law. 

Extension Service of Mississippi State University, cooperating with U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. Published in furtherance of Acts of Congress, May 8 and June 30, 1914. GARY B. JACKSON,
Director 
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