
Subject: Naming Proposal For The St Mark’s Golf Course – “Southborough Golf Club – Est. 1896” 

From: Golf Course Committee 

Biographical & Historical Information: 

The original Southborough Golf Club was founded and built by George Peabody Gardner.  G.P. Gardner 

was one of the ninth generation of one of the oldest families in America, tracing his roots to Thomas 

Gardner (‘The Planter’) of Cape Anne in 1626.  G.P. Gardner was the nephew of John (Jack) Lowell 

Gardner, who married Isabella Stewart.  G.P. Gardner was instrumental in assisting Isabella Stewart 

Gardner in creating the Fenway Court museum now bearing her name after the death of her husband, 

Jack.  The Gardner family was intertwined with all the great families of the times: Bowditch, Peabody, 

Lowell, Endicott and Lodge.  The land on the west side of Latisquama Road that became the golf course 

was originally owned by Lyman Newton who sold it to one of Southborough most prosperous farmers, 

Fitch Winchester.  The house that stands at 25 Latisquama today was moved by G.P. Gardner around the 

time he purchased the Lyman Newton farm.  The house was from the north part of town where the  

Sudbury reservoir was built.  The first superintendent of the golf course, John Colleary, lived in that 

house aside the golf course.  Although G.P Gardner was a Boston based banker and businessman with 

many interests, in addition to a home in Boston, he kept his true home in Southborough.  His home and 

horse barn still stand on Main Street today at 94 and 96 Main.   The golf course was built by G.P. 

Gardner in the late 1890s and appears in golf course directories of the time as being established in 

either 1896 or 1897.  From its outset, the course was open to all who could afford its modest annual 

membership or daily fees.  The course was “laid out on a fine piece of property” and was accessible by 

“motor, train or electrics”.  Another indication of the open nature of the golf was that Sunday play was 

permitted and there were no caddies, both reflecting the common nature of the golf on the course.  

Eventually, in 1923, G.P. Gardner donated the course to the St. Mark’s School, where he was involved on 

the board for many years.  Today’s course remains much the same as the course was originally laid out.  

It represents a type and style of course not seen today in such a well preserved state.  The earliest aerial 

photograph of the course from 1938 shows many of the features still seen on the course today.  It is 

notable how the course had much fewer treed areas at this point in its history.  As a footnote, G.P. 

Gardner is buried in Southborough in the Burnett Memorial Cemetery, aside St. Mark’s Church, a few 

hundred feet from where he lived. 

Reasons Justifying The Choice Of Name 

By choosing “Southborough Golf Club” as the name, the Town connects the future of the course to its 

beginnings as a place open to all for recreation.  Its modest beginnings and history, when G.P Gardner 

could have afforded to join or create a fully private country club, speaks to his philanthropy and modest 

spirit that we should emulate. 

  



Exhibit A: George Peabody Gardner, circa 1899, by A.L. Zorn, In the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

 

  



Exhibit B: Excerpts From Period Golf Guides And Periodicals, Courtesy Of The Southborough Historical 

Society 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

  



Exhibit C: G.P. Gardner Home & Barn 

 

 

  



Exhibit D: Who’s Who In Banking Entry For G.P. Gardner 

 

Exhibit E: G.P. Gardner – 1888 Photo At Myopia Polo 

 

  



Exhibit F: 1938 Aerial Photo Of The Golf Course 

 

  



Exhibit G: G.P. Gardner Tombstone 
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Exhibit G: G.P. Gardner Tombstone 

 




























