
I think when I titled this article as 
“VGCSA newsletter Fall 2019” to save to 
the hard drive, it was the first time I took 
a moment and realized that fall may 
actually happen this year. After what felt 
like August the 63rd for many around the 
state, a couple of weeks of cooler 
temperatures, changing leaves, and yes, 
even some much needed rain, has been 
good for the soul and our golf courses. 
While I am excited to park the spray rig 
and hang up the hoses, this is a time to 
reflect on the year past, while the scars 
and mistakes are still fresh, and make 
some plans and lists for next year. 

Back in August we went to Boonsboro 
Country Club for the Joe Saylor 
Memorial. The weather was great and the 
venue was even better, and honoring Dick 
Fisher was the best! Thanks to Steve 
Vessels and the entire staff at the club for 
an outstanding event.  Also on the 
tournament trail, we just completed the 
second VGCSA Match Play 
Championship.  The finalists were Chris 
Roberts (First Tee) and Paul Van Buren 
(Kanawha Club) pitted against Brent 
Graham and Garrison Fowler of Two 
Rivers Country Club.  Syngenta and 
Harrells sponsored the event, with the 
finals at Kinloch – read inside to find out 
who won!   

The Virlina Cup was held on October 
28th and 29th at The Dormie Club in the 
Pinehurst area, and results were not 
available at press time.  This year’s team 
featured Matt Boyce, Scott Cornwell, 
Garrison Fowler, Brent Graham, Jeff 
Snyder, Jeff Whitmire Cameron Yancey 
and Matt Zarnstorff.  The Captains were 
Mark Cote and Jeff Holliday.

With the season winding down, now is 
the time to start thinking about 
continuing education. On October 30th 
the Assistants Forum was held at Spring 
Creek. The presentation from Christopher 
Jones on leadership was outstanding and 
the superintendents round table led to 
lively discussion. Coming up on December 
2nd and 3rd on the grounds of the UVA 
Darden School, is the 6th annual VGCSA 
Educational Conference. This is an 
outstanding event, where all the planned 
events are within walking distance of your 
lodging. Check inside for registration 
information, for what is sure to be a great 
networking and educational opportunity. 
Believe it or not, it is time to start 
thinking about GCSAA national 
conference in Orlando during the last 
week of January. Information about the 
conference and the VGCSA room block is 
inside and in our Through the Green 
eLetter. 

The fall season also brings with it the 
time for scholarship applications and 
award nominations. We have scholarships 
available for children of superintendents 
plus employees of VGCSA member clubs 
-- we urge you to apply. Also, please take 
time to nominate a worthy individual for 
one of our top awards, to be presented 
during the Annual Meeting in December. 

The upcoming state legislation session is 
just around the corner. This year, we again 
secured the services of Robb Bohannon of 
Hunton Andrews Kurth to lobby and keep 
us abreast of any legislative issues. Though 
the session is months away, we are already 
working behind the scenes to serve our 
members by meeting with delegates on 
issues that relate directly to our day to day 
operations. 

All of the events mentioned in the 
previous paragraphs would not be possible 
without the generous support from our 
sponsors. When making decisions about 
upcoming purchases for your course, 
please consider supporting those who 
support you and your association. 

President’s Message

Bill Keene
VGCSA President

News from the Virginia Golf Course Superintendents Association Fall 2019
Commonwealth Crier
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VGCSA External Vice-Presidents

Old Dominion Golf Course  
Superintendents Association

Jay Wade
Magnolia Green Golf Club

7001 Creekshire Dr.
Moseley, VA 23120
Cell: 804-245-6666

E-Mail: jwade@magnoliagreengolfclub.com 

Tidewater Turfgrass Association
Tim Doran

Kingsmill Resort
1010 Kingsmill Road

Williamsburg, VA 23185
Ph: 757-903-4493 / Cell: 757-342-3175
E-Mail: timothy.doran@Kingsmill.com

Virginia Turfgrass Association
Sean Baskette

Hidden Valley Country Club
2500 Romar Rd.
Salem, VA 24153

Cell: 540-892-9299
E-Mail: hvccmaint@comcast.net 

Greater Washington Golf Course 
Superintendents Association

David Walter 
Potomac Shores Golf Club

1750 Dunnington Place
Potomac Shores, VA 22026

Ph: 703-300-2594
Email: dwalter@troon.com

Shenandoah Valley Turfgrass Association
Ed Eagle, CGCS
Ingleside Resort

1410 Commerce Road
Staunton, VA 24401

Ph: 540-248-7888 / Cell: 540-292-0019
E-mail: Eeagle522@gmail.com 

VGCSA Officers

President
Bill Keene

Blacksburg Country Club
1064 Clubhouse Rd.

Blacksburg, VA 24060
Ph: 540-552-2461 / Fax: 540-552-0461

Cell: 540-537-1096
E-Mail: bkeene@blacksburgcc.com 

Vice President
Jeff Whitmire, CGCS

Williamsburg Golf Club
1801 Merrimac Trail

Williamsburg, VA 23185
Cell: 757-291-2286

E-Mail: jeffwcc1@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Mike Mueller

Herndon Centennial Golf Course
1270 Old Heights Road

Herndon, VA 22070
Ph: 703-435-6864 / Cell: 571-221-0133

E-Mail: mueller68@hotmail.com 

Past President
Mark Cote

Pete Dye River Course of Virginia Tech
8400 River Course Dr.

Radford, VA 24141
Ph: 540-633-0247 / Cell: 540-679-9002

E-Mail: mcote@vt.edu

At-Large Board Members

Assistant Superintendent
Josh Nunn

Salisbury Country Club
13620 Salisbury Road
Midlothian, VA 23113

Ph: 804-794-8389 / Cell: 804-502-0653
Email: jospn84@vt.edu 

Associate
Aaron Wells

BASF
44292 Fawngrove Court

Ashburn, VA 20147
Ph: 571-233-5534 

E-mail: aaron.wells@basf.com

General Counsel

M.E. “Dick” Gibson, Jr.
Tremblay & Smith, PLLC
105-109 East High Street 
Charlottesville, VA 22902

Ph. 434-977-4455
E-mail: dick.gibson@tremblaysmith.com

Talina Hammonds
Administrative Assistant

Tremblay & Smith, PLLC
105-109 East High St. 

Charlottesville, VA 22902
Email: talina.hammonds@tremblaysmith.com 

Ph: 434-977-4455 

2019 VGCSA Board of Directors

Staff

Executive Director
David Norman

VGCSA
1900 Manakin Road, Suite C

Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103
Ph. 804-708-9760 / Cell: 804-399-7802

E-Mail: dnorman008@gmail.com

Chapter Executive
Tyler Eastham

VGCSA
1900 Manakin Road, Suite C

Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103
Ph: 804-708-9760 / Cell: 757-329-3577

E-mail: teastham@gmail.com 

Lobbyist
Robb Bohannon

Hunton Andrews & Kurth
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower

951 East Byrd St.
Richmond, VA 23219

Ph: 804-788-8375 / Cell: 804-614-7542
Email: Rbohannon@huntonak.com 
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John Deere Golf and 
Environmental 
Science, a business 
unit of Bayer Crop 
Science, have 
announced the Green 
Start Academy class of 2019, including 
Jeremy Feister, Assistant Superintendent, 
Magnolia Green Golf Club. 

“We are so pleased to be able to bring 
together this group of driven, like-minded 
individuals as they set the stage for aspiring 
leaders in golf course management,” said 
Mike Hirvela, Customer Marketing 
Manager for Golf, Bayer. “From learning key 
insights from industry professionals and 
leaders to creating a strong network of peers 

and mentors, we hope Green Start 
Academy can be an important defining 
moment for young professionals in their 
careers.”

Since 2006, the goal for this program has 
been to help assistant superintendents 
build a strong foundation for their careers, 
as well as to support the future of golf 
courses and the entire industry. Green Start 
Academy has invited prestigious assistants 
to the Bayer Development and Training 

Center in Clayton, N.C., the John Deere 
Turf Care factory in nearby Fuquay-Varina, 
N.C., and the John Deere headquarters in 
Cary, N.C. With topics from career 
development to budgeting to labor 
management, the Green Start Academy 
provides attendees with the education, 
networking and career insights they need to 
excel as superintendents and lead our 
industry into the next decade and beyond.

Feister Named to  
Green Start Academy Class of 2019
One of 52 elite members selected to attend the premier educational and 
networking event for assistant golf course superintendents. 

  Jeremy Feister

The Old Dominion Golf Course 
Superintendents Association and Smith 
Turf & Irrigation are proud to offer 
scholarships to students that are working at 
a club with a Virginia Golf Course 
Superintendents Association member. The 
Scholarship program was established in 
2016 as a means to support the employees of 
golf courses that are actively enrolled in an 
institution of higher learning.  

The Buy Sod VGCSA Scholarship 
Program was established in 2012 by Buy Sod 
as a means to support the children of 

qualified golf course superintendents, who 
plan to attend an institution of higher 
learning, following graduation from high 
school.

High School Seniors who are the 
children of Class A or B members in good 
standing of the VGCSA are eligible for the 
program. 

Applications are available online and in 
the TTG eLetter – the deadline is 
November 9th for Buy Sod and November 
15th for ODGCSA.  

Scholarships Available – Deadline November 9
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HYDRASMART IS WAGING A WAR AGAINST STRESS

ARM YOURSELF
FOR BATTLE

JOIN THE FIGHT AT
www.hydrasmart.net

Ad_7.5x5_VGCSA_HydraSmart_Soldier_2019  1/11/19  10:49 AM  Page 1

For years, the Chesapeake Bay watershed 
has been undergoing a major cleanup 
initiative, and the Virginia GCSA has been 
a highly engaged participant through the 
chapter’s publication of Environmental Best 
Management Practices for Virginia’s Golf 
Courses and the state’s golf course 
superintendents’ commitment to nutrient 
management planning, the VGCSA has 
been a model of environmental stewardship 
for the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam recently 
recognized the state’s golf industry for its 
years of work to ensure the protection of the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. The 
governor’s most recent report on the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed states:

“DCR (Department of Conservation and 
Recreation) would like to acknowledge the 
initiative taken by members of the golf turf 

industry to meet the highest environmental 
protection standards. In addition to the 
certified planners, superintendents and golf 
course managers, DCR also recognizes the 
supporting efforts of Virginia Tech, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, the 
Virginia Golf Course Superintendents 
Association, the Virginia Turfgrass 
Council, Virginia Agribusiness Council 
and the national Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America. 
Success was made possible by all parties 
involved demonstrating their commitment 
to protect the environment through sound 
nutrient management practices.”

The Chesapeake Bay is the largest estuary 
in the United States and the third largest in 
the world. The Chesapeake Bay watershed 
covers about 64,000 square miles and 
encompasses parts of six states (Delaware, 

Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia and West Virginia) and 
Washington, D.C. The Chesapeake Bay 
supports more than 3,600 species of plant 
and animal life and produces more than 
500 million pounds of seafood harvest each 
year. It’s no wonder, then, that preserving 
the health of this ecosystem is a high 
priority, both for the sake of the 
environment and for the 18 million people 
who live, work and play within its bounds.

Chase Rogan is the GCSAA field staff 
representative for the Mid-Atlantic region,  
and Chava McKeel is GCSAA’s director of 
government affairs.

Virginia GCSA commended for Chesapeake Bay 
watershed cleanup efforts
The Virginia golf industry’s example offers other states a guide for getting out 
ahead of water quality concerns. 
by Chase Rogan and Chava McKeel, GCSAA
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BUY SOD 1/2 Page Horizontal Ad (TifTuf – Golf) for Commonwealth Crier

www.buysod.com | 866-428-9763
The Professionals’ Source

The newest edition in the “Tif” (Tifton) series of bermudagrasses to originate from 
the renowned University of Georgia turfgrass breeding program, TifTuf promises to be 
a true game-changer in stellar yet environmentally friendly performance. It uses 38% 
less water than Tifway 419, and it is significantly more drought resistant than all 
other bermudagrasses.

In addition to its incredible drought tolerance, TifTuf is more aggressive than Tifway 
and provides superior wear and traffic tolerance, excellent cold tolerance (equal to 
Latitude 36 at Kansas State University), fast spring green-up and excellent fall color 
retention. And across all 17 locations in the 2015 NTEP trials, TifTuf was the highest- 
ranked, commercially available cultivar in overall quality. Paying for itself in water 
savings alone, TifTuf is the ultimate must-have grass for sustainability in golf courses.

Give water a break
tiftuf bermudagrass is the new drought-tolerance superstar.
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The Latest, Best-in-Class, Two-Wire Innovation from 
Toro® that Provides More Control Than Ever Before!

Proud partner since 1999

Lynx® Smart
Module

Sprinkler technology is getting 
smarter, and Toro’s Lynx® Smart 
Module is a perfect example. New 
for 2018, this component is the latest 
2-wire control system technology from 
Toro, designed for INFINITY® and 
FLEX800™ sprinkler systems. The 
Lynx Smart Module is the result of 
Toro’s intimate understanding of the 
needs of golf course superintendents 
and decades of engineering expertise. 
Key features include precision control, 
high speed diagnostics and robust 
lightning protection — as well as the 
ability to make easy updates with the 
latest advancements. When combined 
with the ease of serviceability of the 
INFINITY® sprinkler system, NO 
DIGGING is needed. Labor savings 
you can take to the bank!

Extraordinary
     is Your New Ordinary

Spencer Roberts
Golf Course Superintendent,
The National Golf Club of Kansas City

Jack Roberts
Son

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL INSTRUCTIONS
Bayer Environmental Science, a Division of Bayer CropScience LP. 5000 CentreGreen Way, Suite 400, Cary, NC 27513. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-800-331-2867. 

environmentalscience.bayer.us. Not all products are registered in all states. Bayer, the Bayer Cross and Stressgard are registered trademarks of Bayer. 
©2019 Bayer CropScience ES-0919-SGFT-0139-A-1

When you can count on your turf to be at its best, 
others can count on you to be at yours.

See the science behind the extraordinary at es.bayer.us/stressgard
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VGCSA Presidents Award 
For Lifetime Service  
“To honor those 
superintendent pioneers 
who were instrumental 
in state and local affairs 
but who may no longer 
be actively involved in 
the VGCSA. 

Qualifications include twenty years or more 
of service to the turfgrass industry, ten of 
which were as a superintendent”. This 
award is chosen by the VGCSA President.
The Awards Committee is chaired by 

David Walter, and we request nominations 
be submitted by November 9, 2019. Visit 
the website or the TTG eLetter for a 
Nomination form.

Dr. Daniel (Dan) 
Sandor is joining the 
Virginia Tech (VT) 
turfgrass science 
faculty as a collegiate 
assistant professor of 
Turfgrass Science 
beginning December 
2019. Dr. Sandor 
arrives in Blacksburg 
after spending the 

past 18 months as a postdoctoral associate 
in the turfgrass science program at the 
University of Minnesota, where he 
developed and provided outreach-
education programming and also 
conducted field research. Dr. Sandor 
earned his PhD in Plant Science in 2018 at 
the University of Arkansas under Dr. Doug 
Karcher, where his dissertation research 
focused on best management practices for 
water conservation in residential and 
commercial lawn turf. He earned his 

Bachelor’s (2011) and Masters of Science 
(2013) under Dr. Paul Woosley at Western 
Kentucky, where he evaluated chemical 
and cultural methods for bermudagrass 
suppression in tall fescue. Overall, Dr. 
Sandor’s applied research background and 
future research interests revolve around 
further refining and improving upon best 
management practices for lawns in urban 
environments and also better 
understanding public beliefs, behaviors, 
and barriers regarding turfgrass systems. 
He also has a growing research interest in 
lawn tennis court establishment and 
maintenance.

During his years of graduate research, 
Dr. Sandor took advantage of multiple 
opportunities to teach undergraduate 
courses, and those opportunities have 
helped him earn this position at VT, 
where his primary responsibility will be to 
enhance curricula, developing an 
outstanding turf teaching program, and 

expanding visibility of VT’s turfgrass 
science program. He will establish 
additional courses and learning initiatives 
and will also develop online educational 
coursework in collaboration with other 
faculty and staff. Additionally, Dr. Sandor 
will coordinate turfgrass internships and 
undergraduate research programs, and will 
serve as a faculty advisor to turfgrass 
science undergraduate students. Dr. 
Sandor will continue to foster cooperative 
relationships with stakeholders in 
developing experiential learning 
opportunities and will also be responsible 
for developing an active student 
recruitment program.

Dr. Sandor is very excited to join the 
great team of faculty and staff already 
present at VT and he is looking forward to 
working with the VGCSA to help enhance 
the VT turfgrass science undergraduate 
program and to further serve the needs of 
the VGCSA members. 

Sandor Joining Virginia Tech Turf Team

Nominations are now open for the 2019 
VGCSA awards, which will be presented at 
the VGCSA Annual Meeting on December 
2, 2019 in Charlottesville, as part of the 
Annual Conference. Any VGCSA member 
may submit a nomination to our 
committee. Here are the award descriptions:

VGCSA Distinguished 
Service Award “Presented 
to a member who has 
given his time unselfishly 
in promoting golf course 
management and 
unification of the 
Virginia Golf Course 
Superintendents”.

VGCSA Environmental 
Stewardship Award 
“Presented to recognize 
distinguished and 
meritorious service in the 
environmental 
stewardship of Virginia 
golf courses.”

VGCSA Award Nominations Open
Deadline November 9th

2018 Jeff Berg

2018 Mike Augustin

2018 Sterling Caudle

Dr. Daniel Sandor

2018 Jeff Berg
2017 Rob Wilmans
2016 Fred Biggers, CGCS
2015 Ken Giedd, CGCS
2014 Christian Sain
2013 Phil Bailey, CGCS
2012 Stanley J. Zontek
2011 Mark Vaughn
2010 Eric D. Spurlock
2009  Cutler Robinson, 

CGCS  

2008 Bob Ruff, CGCS
2007 Steve Burnette
2006 Steve Snare, CGCS
2005 Jeff Snyder
2004 Thomas Dougherty
2003 Peter McDonough
2002 H.T. Page
2001 Jerome Dodson
2000 Dick Fisher, CGCS

2018 Mike Augustin
2017 Brent Graham, CGCS
2016 Mike King
2015 Dan Taylor, CGCS
2014 Jeff Berg

2013  Cutler Robinson, 
CGCS

2012 Donna Pugh 
Johnson
2011 Peter McDonough

2018 Sterling Caudle
2017 H.T. Page
2016 Steve Snare, CGCS
2015 Rick Viancour
2014 Dudley Eames
2013 Bobby Jenkins
2012 David Harmon
2011 Fred Reese
2010 Lee Dieter, CGCS
2009 Tony Montgomery

2008 Mike Burkholder
2007 A. Tildon Hankley
2006  Walter Montross, 

CGCS
2005 Jack McClenahan
2004 Eugene Sours
2003 Frank Flannagan
2002 Dave Geiger, CGCS
2001 Peter McDonough
2000 Dick Fisher, CGCS

VGCSA Distinguished Service Award 
Past Recipients

VGCSA Environmental Stewardship 
Award Past Recipients

VGCSA Presidents Award For Lifetime 
Service Past Recipients
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There’s never been a more innovative way to manage biotic and abiotic stress on your course. With the proven plant 
activator (Acibenzolar-S-Methyl) found in Daconil® Action™ and Heritage® Action™,  you can improve growth and stimulate 
quicker recovery through your turf’s natural defenses. To learn more, visit GreenCastOnline.com

For more information, contact:  Larry Feller  |  843-693-2187  |  larry.feller@syngenta.com
Sam Camuso  |  240-405-5069  |  sam.camuso@syngenta.com

THERE’S MORE THAN ONE WAY TO BOOST YOUR TURF’S DEFENSE.

Drought Stress Tolerance Drought Stress Tolerance 
Greens Height Cut Turf 14-day spray interval, July 2015

Untreated Control   Daconil® Action™  Insignia® Intrinsic® 
 0.7 �  oz / 1,000 ft2

 Heritage® Action™

0.4 oz / 1,000 ft2

©2018 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your state or local 
extension service to ensure registration status. Syngenta supports a FIFRA Section 2(ee) recommendation for use of Daconil Action for suppression of Pythium Blight and Bacterial Wilt on both Group 
A and Group B Turf as listed on the federal label. Please see the Section 2(ee) Recommendation to con� rm that the recommendation is applicable in your state. Daconil® Action™,  GreenCast ®,  Heritage® 
Action™,  the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Insignia®,  and Intrinsic®,  are trademarks of BASF. MW 1LGG8011 09/18
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Legislative Outlook
By Robb Bohannon, VGCSA Government Relations

Government Relations Round-UP

On November 5th, 
all 140 seats in the 
Virginia General 
Assembly will be on 
the ballot. Control of 
both the House of 
Delegates and Senate 
is up for grabs – 
Republicans hold 
slim two seat 
majorities in each 

chamber – 51-49 in the House and 21-19 in 
the Senate. The loss of just one seat in the 
Senate would place the chamber under 
Democratic control, as Lieutenant 
Governor Justin Fairfax (D) would break 
ties in the event of a 20-20 vote. Money is 
pouring into both sides in most races, as 
Virginia does not place limits on campaign 
contributions, and allows corporate 
contributions. There are a number of 
House and Senate races that are expected 
to be incredibly close. 

If Democrats take control of both 
chambers, there will likely be movement on 
issues that have stalled in recent years 
under Republican control, such as 
increasing the minimum wage and efforts 
by organized labor to better protect 
workers. More specifically for golf course 
superintendents, there may be attempts to 
place restrictions on certain pesticides. In 
2019, VGCSA worked with other affected 

stakeholders to defeat House Bill 2580 by 
Delegate Kaye Kory (D-Fairfax) that would 
have prohibited the manufacture, 
distribution, sale, offer for sale, use, or 
offer for use of any pesticide containing 
chlorpyrifos. We suspect this legislation 
may return in 2020, and have heard there 
may be additional attempts to legislate a 
prohibition on the use of glyphosate and 
neonicotinoids. We also remain vigilant 
against efforts to allow localities to place 
limits on these products or other 
fertilizers.

2019 was a quiet year with regards to 

water-related legislation. VGCSA 
continues to work to educate lawmakers 
about the responsible environmental 
stewardship efforts by golf course 
superintendents, and the work they 
undertake to conserve water. We will 
monitor all legislation affecting water 
supply to ensure golf courses are not 
singled out and to prevent onerous, 
unnecessary restrictions. 

Pre-filing of legislation for 2020 begins 
on November 18th, shortly after the 
elections. Legislators have the ability to file 
legislation up through mid-January.

State Senator Glen Sturtevant (C) speaks with Robb Bohannon (R) and Jay Wade (L)

Robb Bohannon

2019 marks the 20th anniversary of the 
founding of the VGCSA. In 1999, the 
meeting to form the VGCSA took place at 
The Keswick Club. Someone snapped a 
Polaroid – how many founders can you 
name?

See page 15 for the answers.

VGCSA Turns 20 This Year!
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The VGCSA Conference continues to grow 
in its sixth year, and the event returns to the 
UVA Darden Inn in Charlottesville on 
December 2-3, 2019. A good deal of 
education credit will be available to VGCSA 
members, as the Old 
Dominion’s 
Education Segment 
will again be held on 
the first day, running 
1-4 pm, then followed 
by the Association’s 
Annual Meeting and 
Awards Presentations. 
Dr. Paul Giordano of 
Bayer will talk about 
tackling turf diseases 
and then there will 
be a superintendent 
panel featuring Scott 
Kinnan of 
Farmington CC, 
Chris Harriman of 
Hermitage CC and 
Jeff Yarborough of 
Stonehouse GC. 

  Immediately 
following the 
meeting, there will be 
a FREE Partner 
Appreciation 
Reception hosted by 
Larry Feller of 
Syngenta, featuring 
your favorite 
beverages and hors 
d’oeuvres, and plenty 
of networking time with your friends. The 
evening will cap off with a Monday Night 
Football Party hosted by Ian Grove of Target 
Specialty Products.

Then on Tuesday, a Networking Breakfast 
will run 7:30-8:30 a.m., followed by more 
education, featuring outstanding speakers, all 
designed to make your jobs just a little easier 
and a little better. Confirmed speakers 
include VGCSA lobbyist, Robb Bohannon of 

Hunton Andrews Kurth, Elliott Dowling, 
USGA Agronomist, Josh Coates, VSGA 
Director of Rules, Dr. Rob Golembiewski of 
Bayer, in addition to the Virginia Tech Panel 
featuring Mike Goatley, Shawn Askew, David 
McCall and Jordan Booth.  There will also be 
some fast paced presentations from VGCSA 
partners in our new IGNITE Sessions 
segment.

Thanks to the excellent support of 
sponsors like Revels Tractor and Finch 
Services (the John Deere distributors) and 
other excellent companies, the conference 
will be at a reasonable price, and a single 
guest room will be just $99 plus tax. The 
VGCSA is committed to providing value and 
service to its members.

2019 Event Previews
VGCSA Conference Returns to Charlotteville
Great Networking, Education & Fun  
on December 2-3

Presented by

Dr. Paul Giordano

Josh Coates, VSGA

Robb Bohannon,
Hunton Andrews Kurth
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It was the fifteenth year of the VGCSA’s 
staple event, the Joe Saylor Memorial, in 
honor of Joe Saylor, a Superintendent in the 
Hampton Roads area for nearly 40 years, 
and founder of the ODGCSA and charter 
member.  Joe passed in 2005.

Boonsboro Country Club played host 
and Steve Vessells and his staff had the golf 
course in exceptional condition, on this 
tricky, hilly course, one of Virginia’s most 
interesting and fun tests of golf. And as 
always this event was in partnership with the 
US Marines and the Toys for Tots program.  
US Marines were on site to collect over 100 
toys donated from attendees, all of which go 
to under privileged children during the 
holiday season.

The two-man captain’s choice produced 
some great scores with Bobby Friend and 
Matt Pair coming in with a 63 to claim the 
overall Low Gross honors. In the Member-
Member Division, host superintendent 
Steve Vessells and Sean Baskette of Hidden 
Valley CC shot 60.1 net to best Chip Bass of 
Falling River and Jeff Scott of Scott Turf, 
who shot 61.7.  In the Member Guest/Open 
Division, John Fralick of Harco and Matt 
Pound of STI posted a 59 net to win first 
place over the 62.3 posted by Defending 
Gross Champs Billy Sayre and Ed Eagle, 
representing Ingleside Resort.  In the 
Member-Pro Division, Sterling Caudle and 
Donnie Nelson of The Golden Eagle won 
with a 66 net.

2019 Joe Saylor Memorial Tournament a hit  
at Boonsboro Country Club

Time for Golf – Dave Chalmers and Mark Vaughn  
are ready to go.

Participants signed a framed caricature of Dick Fisher, 
this year’s honoree.

Matt Pair and Bobby Friend of Brookwoods GC  
are the Champs!

Contest Winners
Closest-to-Pin

Eric Snelsire, Bayer;  
Ed Eagle, Ingleside;  

Mark Cote, Pete Dye River Course; 
Sean Baskette, Hidden Valley; 

Donnie Nelson, The Golden Eagle.

Longest Putt:
Kyle White, Luck Ecosystems

Long Drive
Matt Sobotka, STI

Honoree Dick Fisher with US Marines.

A new feature of this year’s event was to 
honor a member who has tirelessly 
supported our association for many years.  
This year’s honoree was Dick Fisher of Lake 
Chesdin Golf Club.  Participants signed a 
framed caricature for Dick, and a semi-roast 
followed, with many friends recalling fun 
memories with Dick.

VGCSA Social Media & Digital Outlets
Join our Facebook group!            Follow us on Twitter @VirginiaGCSA

Website: www.vgcsa.org
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The second season-long VGCSA Match Play 
Championship was a big hit, with 60 players 
participating in two man teams, culminating 
in the championship match this fall at 
Kinloch Golf Club.  Paul Van Buren of 
Kanawha Club and Chris Roberts of the 
First Tee of Richmond claimed the title in 
the net four-ball event with a 3&2 victory 
over Brent Graham and Garrison Fowler of 
Two Rivers Country Club.  The winners 
each received trophies and a $400 gift card.  
Syngenta sponsored the event.

There were 30 teams representing all 
regions, with players playing in a local 
bracket before advancing to the semifinals.  
Other semifinalists were Defending 
Champions Cameron Yancey of Nottoway 
River CC and Matt Boyce of Princess Anne 
CC along with Scott Cornwell of River 
Creek and Bo Jumbercotta of Landscape 
Supply. There was great feedback from the 
event.

Paul Van Buren and Chris Roberts, 2019 VGCSA Match Play Champions

Roberts & Van Buren  
Claim 2019 Match Play

Sponsored by
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ODGCSA News
Even though there were a couple of members 
that claimed Summer 2019 was over at the 
beginning of August, it looks like it has 
finally ended.  There were some courses in 
the Richmond suburbs that got their first 
frost of the year last weekend.  The extended 
drought that the area has been in has finally 
come to an end as well! 

Our Fall Wintergreen event was a great 
success.  Cutler Robinson was there to help 

educate us on how we can all become better 
stewards of the environment.  After 
education, everyone headed out onto the 
golf course.  The course was in fantastic 
shape!  Thanks to Fred, Wallace and the 
entire team at Wintergreen for another great 
event!

The Club at Viniterra will be hosting our 
annual meeting on December 10 at 10:00 
am.  Depending on weather, golf will be 

available after.  We will have more details as 
we get closer to that event.  I hope everyone 
gets to enjoy a little downtime this winter.  
See you on the course!

Jay Wade
ODGCSA 
External VP

News from Local Associations

SVTA News
The SVTA held its fundraiser for the 
Virginia Turfgrass Foundation on October 
17th at Blue Ridge Shadows Golf Club.  
The event was well-attended in spite of 
heavy winds.  Thanks to David Lewallen 

and the course staff for hosting the event.   
The course was in great shape and everyone 
had a great time.  I hope to see you at the 
state conference in Charlottesville in 
December.

Ed Eagle
SVTA External VP

TTA News
Fall time in the Tidewater puts a smile on 
many superintendents’ faces.  The heat of 
the summer is behind us and now it’s time 
for golf course projects and shorter days.  
Now you can hear the hum of mulching 
blades on rough mowers and frost delays in 
the golf shop– but I don’t think too many of 
us will complain about that change of pace.    

This is also the time that the local and 
state associations begin to prepare for off 

season events.  We recently held the Bert 
Walton Memorial at Broad Bay Country 
Club.  The participation and venue were 
both great and we were happy to have such a 
fun day to remember our friend Bert.  The 
VGCSA Annual Conference in 
Charlottesville will be a great way for 
Tidewater folks to connect with others from 
across the state.  

However you spend this shoulder season 

– enjoy it and recharge the batteries.  If 
you’re reading this – I’ll bet you deserve it!  

Tim Doran
TTA External VP

David Walter
GWGCSA 
External VP 

News from the GWGCSA
What a crazy year it has been. We went from 
a high of 99 degrees to our first frost in 17 
days. No matter whom you talked to this year 
we all seemed to have the same complaints, 
weather, weeds, and staff.  There is no 
question 2019 tested us all. 

Staffing issues have become a topic of 
conversation with everyone I talk to. It’s a 
real struggle and it’s not just the golf 
industry. Building value into our open 

positions is more important than ever. We 
have to look at how we run our operations. 
Doing the same thing and expecting a 
different result never ends well. 

Our end of the year meeting and 
celebration will be at Evergreen Country 
Club on Tuesday November 12th, registration 
starts at 9:00a.m. I hope to see everyone there 
for some buttery goodness! 
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VTA News
Well, I guess fall is finally here.  Like 
everyone else in the state, we have been 
eagerly anticipating some rain and some 
cooler temperatures.  Many areas in the 
Southwest part of the state had gone with 
less than an inch of rain since the 
beginning of August.  Good news is  the 
trees  are starting to change, frost calls are 
quickly upon us and one or two rain events 
has eased the stress of summer 2019. 

We tried a few new things this year with 
our meeting schedule.  First, we moved our 
fundraiser from May to June and we believe 
it was met with great success. May tends to 
be a busy month, not only on the course, 
but all the other statewide fundraising 
events.  We also implemented our “9 and 

Whine” series of golf events. Ironically, the 
first one in July got rained out, but our 
August event at Ballyhack in August was a 
great.  Nine holes of golf, a few beverages 
and some appetizers, and still home at a 
decent hour.  

We wrapped up our meeting schedule 
with the annual meeting at The Water’s 
Edge in early October.   The day started a bit 
chilly and looked a bit sketchy with some 
rain around, but the weather held off for 
most of the day and lead to a great event.  

Since we moved our annual meeting up 
on the calendar, we made a decision to delay 
awarding our scholarship until November 
1st, so be looking in our next article on who 
was the winner.

Now we turn to the page to winter 
planning, state and national educational 
events, time with the family over the 
holidays and hopefully (fingers crossed) 
everyone has a chance to relax, take some 
time off and get ready for the next year. 

Sean K. Baskette
Hidden Valley  
Country Club
VTA President

News from Local Associations

SAVE THE DATE!
GIS Orlando - Hotel Reservations Now Available

The DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando at SeaWorld 
will be our host hotel and venue for our annual 
social event at the Golf Industry Show. The rate 
for each room is $176 and the deadline to 
book is December 10, 2019. 

Instructions
Connections Housing offers reservation 
assistance Mon - Fri 6am - 5pm PST at 702-586-
0542, or use this link (https://book.passkey.
com/event/49914648/owner/14227/home to 
access the housing website, with Access Code: 
GISGCS0120648FJJ
Once you enter the website using the access 
code, please enter your arrival/departure dates 
in the top right-hand corner and only the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando at SeaWorld will 
appear to book a reservation.

Our social event joint with MAAGCS and ESAGCS 
will be on Wednesday, January 29th  

from 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm, so SAVE THE DATE!
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November 5 GWGCSA Annual Meeting/Elections/End of Year Classic — Evergreen Country Club

November 14 VGCSA Board Meeting — Hermitage Country Club

December 2-3 VGCSA Annual Conference — UVA Darden Conference Center, Charlottesville

2020

January 27-31 GCSAA Conference and Golf Industry Show — Orlando

January 29 GIS Social Event — Orlando

May 18 Virginia Tech Turfgrass Research Classic, Independence Golf Club

October 5  Joe Saylor Memorial, Hermitage Country Club

2019 - 20 VGCSA Schedule

Thank You 2019 Partner Program Participants! 

Bayer Environmental Science
Buy Sod
Finch Services
GE Turf Consultants
Home Field Fertilizer
Landscape Supply
Meadowspring Turf 
Revels Tractor
Smith Turf & Irrigation
Syngenta
Virginia Sand & Stone

BASF
Buffalo Turbine LLC
Genesis Turfgrass, Inc.
Harrell’s
Horizon
Luck Ecosystems
NuFarm
Peebles Golf Cars
Rain Bird
Simplot
Target Specialty Products
Textron Golf/Tri-State Pump
Triangle Turf & Ornamental
Turf Equipment & Supply

Aspire Golf Consulting
Cannon’s Service
Commonwealth Sports Turf
Earthworks
FAIRWAYiQ
Graden USA Inc.
Harmon Turf Services, Inc.
Helena Chemical
Noble Turf
Port City Staffing
PBI Gordon Corporation
Plant Food Company, Inc.
PondHawk by Linne Industries

Precision Laboratories
SiteOne Landscape Supply
SOLitude Lake Management
Southern States
Vereens
VGM Club 
Virginia State Golf Association
Virlina DryJect
Yamaha Golf Cars of VA

Golf & Assistants
Hydro Solutions, Inc.
The Drone Co. RVA

Aqua-Aid
Aquatrols
Better Billy Bunker
Corteva Agriscience
East Coast Sod & Seed
Fisher & Son
FMC
GreenCor 
Growing Solutions
JRM, Inc.

Links Bridges
Modern Turf 
Newsom Seed 
R&R Products, Inc.
Scott Turf Equipment
SePro
Sunbelt Rentals
Synatek
The Andersons

Golf
Arborscapes
IGM
M&M Consulting

Annual 
Conference
Geoponics
Trinity Turf

Nonprofit
ESAGCS 
Keep Virginia Beautiful 
MAAGCS 
MAPGA
USGA Green Section
Virginia AgriBusiness Council

Diamond Gold Silver

Bronze

The answer to the “Name the Founders” quiz is: L-R: Barry Graham, VP, Jeff Whitmire, TTA, 
Peter McDonough, President, Mike Oates, SVTA, Bob Wrenn, GWGCSA, Vince Hankley, ODGCSA.  
Not pictured: Jeff Snyder, VTA, Jeff Webster, Treasurer.
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JohnDeere.com/Golf

WE DIDN’T INVENT THE 
WIDE AREA REEL MOWER. 
WE JUST MADE IT BETTER.

The 8900A PrecisionCut™ 
Large-Area Reel Mower
A wide-area reel mower is not news in 
this industry. But one that cuts like our 
8900A PrecisionCut should get your 
attention. Using our Quick-Adjust 7 
26-inch and 30-inch cutting units, 
the 8900A delivers increased produc-
tivity and performance on fairways 
and in the rough, while producing a 
quality of cut that’s unheard of for a 
reel mower of this size. 

Revels Turf & Tractor
(800) 849-5469 
RevelsTractor.com

Finch Services, INC.
(800) 783-3373 (800-783-DEERE) 
FinchInc.com

The GE Turf Audit process utilizes patented and 
proprietary testing procedures that are unique to the 

low-height-of-cut turfgrass industry. It further 
analyzes Physical, Nutrition, Biological and 

Environmental information to improve playing 
conditions on finely mowed, highly managed 

turfgrasses. 

Learn more at geTurf.com

Better Playing Conditions for Less Money

GE TURF AUDIT


