
The Strand February 2016 

eNewsletter for the Members of River Strand Golf and Country Club 

  Connect with your  

 Clubhouse and Community 
 Read the latest & greatest from River Strand Golf and Country Club 



Free bridge lessons will be available from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm every Monday in the Community Center. Ad-

vance sign up is necessary. New players should attend on the first session in January and plan to make a com-

mitment to attend most sessions (or arrange for makeup times in order to learn the game in a few months. 

Self study can help speed the learning process. Resource materials will be provided and recommended. 

 

Men and women are welcome, as well as couples. You do not need to provide your own partner, even though 

bridge is played in pairs. There are many players at River Strand who are single or have a spouse who does 

not play bridge, plus the morning games on Mondays and Fridays are limited to women. 

 

There will be two groups: beginner and intermediate. If you would like to receive more information, Please 

contact Vivienne at 941-251-7494 for beginner lessons or contact Vicki at 269-579-6127 for intermediate les-

sons. 

 

Bridge is a lot of fun, a great way to meet more 

people and, while challenging, is not that diffi-

cult for people who like cards and want a terrif-

ic way to keep their minds exercised. Why not 

give it a try? 

Complimentary Bridge Classes To Be Held in the Community Center  

Complimentary Beginner 
Mahjongg Classes Held in 

the Community Center 

Resident Kathy Martin has offered to host 

complimentary beginner Mahjongg classes 

again this season. Classes meet on Monday 

evenings from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the 

Community Center.  Mahjongg also is a great 

way to exercise your mind and socialize with 

your neighbors. 

 

Please bring a personal beverage if you need 

one and if you wish, a snack to share. If you 

have any questions, please contact Kathy 

Martin at 719-238-9964. 

 

Please Note: Don’t forget to bring your Mem-

ber Access ID Card (which you will need to 

access the multi-purpose room and rest 

rooms), when visiting the Community Center. 
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Community safety is a major focus of the River Strand 

Board of Directors. Please remember to register all 

guests with Envera or at the front gate. Please use the 

sidewalks when walking throughout the community, 

and be alert for bicyclists while driving throughout the 

Community. 

 

As we are in season, the amenities are being used a lot 

more. Please be courteous to your fellow members and 

limit your time on the exercise equipment. Please be 

sure to wipe down equipment after you have used it. 

 

We have several residents that are dog owners. Please 

be sure to follow the rules as set forth in the Declara-

tion and keep your dog on a leash. There are no fenc-

es, dog runs, or leads allowed in the community. The 

Heritage Harbour Dog Park is located on Port Harbour 

Parkway if you would like to allow your dog to run free 

and meet some other four-legged friends. 

 

Please remember that trash is picked up on Tuesday 

and Friday, and recycles are only picked up on Friday's. 

Please place all trash inside a receptacle. Trash is to be 

put out the day of pickup and receptacles taken back 

in before the end of the day. 

 

It is so nice to see so many people utilizing the new 

community center located at 6835 Willowshire Way! 

Several card groups have relocated to the multipur-

pose room, and several people are enjoying the resort-

style pool as well! There are still a few more items to 

get to finish this area, but if you have any suggestions 

please feel free to let me know.  

 

As always, it is my pleasure being your Community 

Association Manager, and if you should need anything 

please feel free to call or email me! 
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COMMUNITY  
MATTERS                                          

Dan Arens, LCAM 

The Strand 

 Dinner Service is available Monday thru  

Friday. Reservations are recommended. 

Seating on the 1/2 hour from 5:30 pm to 

8:00 pm. 

 The Lunch at the Oscars Event with the Key  

Chorale Chamber Chorus planned for Feb-

ruary 27th has unfortunately been can-

celled. 

 Chicks And Flicks Event on February 3rd at 

Noon Meeting at Geckos Grill and Pub in 

Braden River Plaza. 

 Don’t Miss the Spring Arts & Crafts Bazaar 

on Saturday, March 19th from 9am to 1pm 

at the Community Center in the Sanctuary. 

 The River Strand 4th Annual Ladies Charity 

Golf Tournament is being held on February 

22nd and 23rd to benefit the Food Bank of 

Manatee and Hope Family Services Center. 

 Join Mattie Watson for “Birds of River 

Strand on Wednesday, February 10th at the 

Community Center for this world famous 

event! 

Important  

Reminders 

ARE YOU INTERESTED  

IN JOINING  A  

KNIT & CROCHET CLUB? 
 

 

 

Bring your latest project to the Community Center on 

the 1st and 3rd Friday of February and March from 

2pm to 4pm. Beginners are welcome and teaching is 

provided.  

 

Contact Shirley Goss at 941-251-6416 to  

sign up or for more information. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=property+manager+graphics&view=detailv2&qpvt=property+manager+graphics&id=D0BF44BD986D8063722E8238A9F80D81F6FE4D86&selectedIndex=49&ccid=2gdHvIlW&simid=608042025484750392&thid=JN.DjD7DnZ1V5qR%2b4b%2bL5UfdA
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February GOLF EVENTS 
9 & Dine- 2/01 3:30pm 

Couples 1 Day Member-Guest- 02/06 1pm 

Couples 18 Holes “Cupid Classic”- 02/13 1pm 

Men’s Spring Member/Member (36 Holes) 2/20-21 
Tee times 

Ladies’ Spring Member/Member (18 Holes) Tee 
Times 21st  

Ladies’ 18 Holes- 8:30 Shotgun -Tuesday  
Ladies’ 9 Hole-9:00 Shotgun-Tuesday 

Men’s 18 Holes – 8:30 Shotgun - Wednesday  

Men’s 9 Holes-9:00 Shotgun-Wednesday 
Saturday Clinics- Adults:  Every Saturday at 10-11am, 

11am-12pm (Please call pro shop to sign up)   
Juniors: Every Saturday at 12:00pm-1pm  (Please call 

pro shop to sign up) 

Golf Course Reminders: 
 

Range balls must be purchased before 4pm and 
the range closes at 5pm. 

Please remember the golf course is designated 
for registered golfers only. Please no jog-
ging, walking, biking or your own personal 
golf carts, etc. This is for your safety.  

No driving range balls or bags should ever leave 
the driving range area. Please do not take 
them home with you. If you see someone 
taking them please inform the golf shop. 

Please park your personal golf cart in the 
designated spots in our parking lot. 

Shootout Golf Outing Attendees 

Recent Shootout Golf Outing  



Season is definitely upon us and the course is showing some signs of it already.   Lets 
take pride in our course by doing a better job of filling our divots, raking our tracks in 
the sand and fixing our ball marks, or better yet, fix 2 or 3.  For those who walk in the 
evening, please make sure you check in the pro shop and get a ticket so we know who’s 
out there.  We now have sand bottles for you to take out with you, the starter will pro-

vide them for you.    
 

We had one of our largest 9 & Dine to date on January 11th with 46 cou-

ples and had 2 separate events on two different nines.  Congratulations to 

the following couples on their first place showings in this months 9 & 

Dines: Ron & Susan Honeycutt and their partners Chris & Pat Clavin.  Dave 

& Nancy White and their partners Brett & Maureen Geiser.  Please sign up 

in advance for these events as they are filling up extremely fast.   

GOLF TIP  

OF THE MONTH 
PGA Asst. Golf  Professional, Jay Blackwell 

A tricky, yet common, rules question we are asked has to do with the correct procedure 

to follow when your ball comes to rest against a rake inside of a bunker. 

 

The first question we are asked is; “Am I allowed to move the rake?” The answer is 

YES! A bunker rake is a “movable obstruction,” outside of lateral hazards or water 

hazards you may always move a “movable obstruction.” That's the easy part. The 

tricky part is the follow-up question; “What if the ball moves?” 

 

If the ball moves it must be replaced and if it will not come to rest on the spot where it originally was resting, 

it must be placed at the nearest spot, not nearer the hole, where it can be placed at rest. 

 

Here's a bonus question for the rules aficionados out there; Are you allowed to clean the ball after lifting from 

the BUNKER and placing it back in the BUNKER? 

 

Surprise, the answer is YES you can clean the ball! Once again, knowing the rules of the game can help you. 
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GOLF UPDATE 
PGA Head Golf Professional, Corey Pion 

The Strand 



RIVER STRAND TENNIS PROGRAMS 
 

Junior Clinics (sign up on www.makeclubreservations.com) 

Pee Wee Clinic (3-4 yr old) – Friday, 4:30-5:00 p.m. $10 per class 

Stars Clinic (5-14 yr old) – Mon, Wed.& Fri. 5:00-6:30 p.m. $20 per class 

 

Adult Clinics (sign up on www.makeclubreservations.com) 

Scott’s 3.0-3.5 Clinic - Monday, 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. $20.00 per class 

Abdul’s 90 Minute Drill and Play – Tues. & Thurs.  8:00-9:30 a.m. $20.00 

per class 

Tuesday’s with Tiffany Clinic – Tuesday: 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. $15 per class 

Gary’s Beginner’s 101 Clinic- Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 p.m.  $15 per class 

Gary’s Intermediate Clinic– Friday, 5:30-7:00 p.m.  $15 per class 

Tiffany’s Mixed Doubles Clinic – Thursday: 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. $15 per class 

Shot of the Week – Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. (Free) 

Scott’s 3.5-4.0 Clinic - Sunday, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. $20.00 per class 

 

Adult Social Play  (sign up on www.makeclubreservations.com) 

Morning Doubles: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, 

9:30-11:00 a.m.,$2.00 

Men’s Night: Tuesday, 7:00-9:00 p.m. cost: $2.00 

Mixed Doubles Night: Thursday, 7:00-9:00 p.m. cost: $2.00 (sign 

up with partner) 

8.5/9.0 Mixed Doubles Night: Wednesday, 7:00-9:00 p.m. $2.00

(sign up with partner) 

Men’s 4.0/4.5 Day Sunday 8:30-10:00 a.m. cost $2.00 

 

TENNIS PRO SHOP HOURS 
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.   

Saturday and Sunday – 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Email: tennispro@riverstrandtennis.com  

Pro Shop Phone: 941.932.8680 

 

COURT HOURS 
All days - 7 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
 

TENNIS STAFF/LESSON FEES 
Director of Tennis - Nate Griffin, USPTA 

½ Hour Private: $40, 1 Hour Private: $80  

(buy 5, get 1 free) 

Head Tennis Professional – Abdul Idi, USPTA 

½ Hour Private: $35, 1 Hour Private: $70  

(buy 5, get 1 free)  

Assistant Tennis Professional – Scott Pothul 

½ Hour Private: $35, 1 Hour Private: $70  

(buy 5, get 1 free) 

Asst. Tennis Professional–Tiffany Davis, PTR 

½ Hour Private: $35, 1 Hour Private: $70  

(buy 5, get 1 free) 

Assistant Tennis Professional – Gary Coulter 

½ Hour Private: $30,  1 Hour Private: $60  

(buy 5, get 1 free) 
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FEBRUARY TENNIS EVENTS 
 

February 12th -  
Family Night Parents and Kids  

Tennis clinic and play 5:30-6:30pm. FREE 
Event Sign up at 

www.makeclubreservations.com  
 

February 20th -  
Griffin League Doubles Tournament,  

Sign up at 
www.makeclubreservations.com 

TENNIS TIP  

OF THE MONTH 
Assistant Tennis Professional, 

Gary Coulter 

Ask any avid tennis player whether they'd rather watch a really 

great match or just go play and I believe they'll say “play” every 

time. Not that attending a big tournament or just watching on 

TV is anything less that exciting and lots of fun, it's just that the 

urge to get out and strike a ball and try to out stroke or out 

strategize your best tennis buddy is one that simply can't be re-

pressed!  But now that we're beginning a new year of major tour 

tournaments, not to mention the near-majors like Indian Wells, 

Miami, and a few others, it's time to get inspired and see if we 

can learn something from the pros.  Granted, we're not going to 

duplicate the top ranked players in any way near their level, but 

we can mimic a lot of the things we see and incorporate many of 

their techniques into our own style.  Pick out some of the trade-

mark aspects of players such as Nadal, Djokovic, Murray, 

Federer, etc., and see what you can do to be like them. For in-

stance, ever notice how Nadal jogs to the baseline on change-

overs, even in a five-set match?  Or how Djokovic slides a 

“mile” to retrieve a drop shot on a hard court and ends up doing 

the splits? (don't try that one!)  My favorite, one that I remind 

over and over again, is the way Roger Federer focuses on the 

point at which the ball meets the racquet.  In nearly every match 

you'll see a slow motion or still frame shot of Roger with his 

racquet extended in the follow-through, his head down, eyes 

fixed on the spot where contact was made.  The ball is well on 

its way before he lifts his gaze to track its flight! Next time 

you're on the court, give it a try.  In the meantime, see if you can 

pick up on some of the other traits and techniques that make the 

pros able to compete at the top of the game. You won't get paid 

the way they do, but you'll have the satisfaction of knowing in 

some small way you just might be a little bit like them! 

http://www.makeclubreservations.com
mailto:Email:%20tennispro@riverstrandtennis.com
http://www.makeclubreservations.com
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River Strand Ladies Bridge 

Bridge meets at 9:30am on Monday and Friday 

and ends around noon.  To play contact Pauline 

Tasler:  941-405-4733 / ptasler@gmail.com  

or Vivienne Sivak at  941-251-7494 or 

viviennesivak@msn.com. 

   

Bunco 

Newcomers are welcome! This is a simple, game 

that anyone can play and is very easy to learn. 

The Bunco group meets the first and third 

Thursday of the month at 9:30am in the Com-

munity Center. To play contact Judi Aharon at  

336-407-7625. Sign up recommended 

 

Texas Hold-Em Poker  

Texas Hold-Em is held Tuesday from 5:20pm to 

8:00pm in the Community Center Space is lim-

ited. $10 Buy-In. Winners will receive a gift cer-

tificate to River Strand, which can be used 

throughout the clubhouse. Visit the Golf Pro 

Shop to sign up each week. Sign up recom-

mended. 

 

River Strand Ladies Mahjong 

Ladies Mahjong meets Wednesday at 9:00am in 

the Community Center. Group plays until about 

noon, followed by lunch (optional). This is a fun, 

friendly group and players of all skill levels wel-

come! Lynne Monnell: 941-201-4253 or  gmon-

nell@tampabay.rr.com. 

 

River Strand Mixed Bridge  

(Men and Women) 

Experienced players. Singles are welcome as the 

group will rotate partners. Wednesday evenings 

from 5:30pm-8:00pm. Contact Larry Sivak at le-

sivak@msn.com / 941-251-7494. 

RIVER STRAND  

PICKLEBALL INFORMATION 

 
Adult Clinics (sign up on www.makeclubreservations.com) 

Scott’s Beginner Clinic:  Wednesday 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. cost 

($10.00 per player) 

(This clinic will cover scoring, rules, match play strategy, fun-

damentals, positioning, and fun, fun, fun!) 

 

Adult Social Play  (sign up on 

www.makeclubreservations.com) 

Morning Pickleball: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 9:00 

a.m. – 10:30 a.m. (all levels) 

Afternoon Pickleball: Monday  2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. (all lev-

els) 

Evening Pickleball: Wednesday 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. (all lev-

els) 

 

Adult Competitive Play (sign up 

on 

www.makeclubreservations.com) 

TBA – Adult Leagues 

TBA – Adult Tournaments 

 

Pro Shop Info (Pickleball equip-

ment and information located in 

Tennis Shop) 

Pro Shop Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.   

Saturday and Sunday: 8:00 am– 3:00 p.m..  

The Tennis Shop does have Pickleball paddles and balls for 

purchase. 

 

Pickleball Court Reservation System Information 

Go to  www.makeclubreservations.com. 

The facility code is “ river1”. 

All residents please choose member type “annual”. 

This system is a great way to meet other Pickleball players and 

get games. 

 

Pickleball Court Hours and Information 

The courts are open 7 days a week from 7 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

The lights are located next to the entrance gates and are four 

hour timers, please shut off after you leave. Players always wel-

come to play as “walk on’s” but the online reservation system 

will guarantee you your court reservation. 

 

Any questions regarding Pickleball can be answered  

by our Director of Tennis, Nate Griffin. 

http://www.makeclubreservations.com


I would like to thank the staff and members for the warm welcome to River Strand.  Jamie has made it a very 

smooth transition for me and I will continue to provide the same great playing conditions he has set forth.  As 

you have noticed, we have had some thin spots in the fairways due to disease, we have treated and are re-

seeding them, which will take a few weeks to germinate and fill in.  We have had some up and down weather 

thru January, going from warm and dry to cloudy, cold and rainy, which is perfect disease weather.  We will be 

changing out flowers in the middle of February and touching up pine straw beds throughout the courses.  

Please feel free to contact me or stop me out on the courses with any concerns.  Also, please repair ball marks 

and fill divots for your fellow members, Thank You. 

Golf  Course Maintenance Report                     
Renze Berg, GCSA 
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 Condo Corner                                
Matt Koratich, CMCA 

Greetings Condo Owners, 

Responsibility for the fire safety of your building lies with each and every resident. That’s why it is so important that 

you plan together to keep your building as fire safe as possible and lean the right thing to do should fire break out. 

The first place to start is to learn the facts.  

 Smoking is the #1 cause of all fatal multi-family fires. And, nearly a third of them are caused by someone  smok-

ing in bed. 

 Most residential fires occur at night when condos are most heavily populated. 

 

Know every possible exit. If hallways become smoky in a fire, your memory can help you find a way out. Remember 

never to use elevators in a fire. Keep exits clear of debris and storage. An ounce of prevention can save your life. 

Prevention is your best insurance against fire. Take these simple fire safety precautions in your own unit to prevent 

fire from starting. 

 Check regularly for electrical hazards, such as worn electrical cords, overload extension cords and outlets, and 

broken appliances. 

 Don’t store flammable liquids in your home, car, or anywhere else inside your building. 

 Don’t use balconies or porches for storage. Fire starting in these areas can burn undetected. 

 

As a reminder, barbeque grills are prohibited on all Condominium property in River Strand (Coach Homes, 

Verandas, and Terraces).  The Fire Code defines barbeque grills as a cooking device that uses combustible material 

as fuel or has an open flame. This excludes electric cooking devices. Be Prepared! Plan Ahead for Everyone’s Safety! 

For more information on fire safety please visit http://www.nfpa.org. 



Page 9   The Strand 



Page 10 The Strand 

    

 

 

We thank all of the homeowners who made 2015 a great year for our team. Our crews, who’s main focus is providing lawn mainte-

nance services in the River Strand community, very much appreciated the positive comments many residents shared with them 

throughout the year being something that was encouraging to many of them helping keep the focus and the level of service quality 

each resident has come to expect from us. 

During the first quarter of 2016 our team will continue mowing every-other week as the growing habit of the vegetation normally 

slows down with the cooler and dryer weather patterns. We will also be pruning the entire community at least twice by the end of this 

first quarter to include raising of the Oak tree canopies and trimming those palms below the height of 15’. 

Our irrigation team will be cleaning irrigation filters and testing your system among adjusting the settings to what is appropriate this 

timer of the year to help conserve the precious resource and help keep your vegetation as healthy as possible, many of us know that 

too much water can be as harmful as not enough water. 

Our fertilization and pest control division will be making a lawn fertilization application just before the month of March to include the 

ornamental shrubs shortly thereafter. At least three times during this first quarter they will also keep an eye out for lawn weeds and 

spot treat as needed with selective herbicide, they will also spot treat as needed any insects we may see in the lawn and or shrubs dur-

ing our inspections. 

Last winter and so far this winter have been very mild, this can be conducive to larger than number lawn and orna-

mental weeds to include a more active insect season since the temps are warmer. Our team will be making adjust-

ments to compensate for this climate change in an effort to keep providing a satisfactory level of service for the 

residents. If anyone notices any areas that may appear to be problematic, we encourage them to communicate this 

to the management company in case any of this may have accidently slipped the sights of the service techs and 

managers doing their inspections. Vegetation growing habits are also slightly faster than normal for this time of 

the year, we thank everyone for their patience through this rather unusually warm record setting winter. 

COMMUNITY LANDSCAPE UPDATE  
Llomell Llorca , President & CEO, TruScapes Industries, Inc. 
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DON’T FORGET TO CALL IN ADVANCE FOR DINNER  

RESERVATIONS TO ENSURE AVAILABILITY!  

941-708-3837 
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FOOD & BEVERAGE CALENDAR     

FEBRUARY 2016 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
1 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

2 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

  

3 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

  

  

4 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

 Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

  

  

5 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

6 

Lunch 

11am-6pm 

Bar 

11am-7pm 

 

  

7 

Lunch 

11am-5pm 

Bar 

11am-5pm 

SUPERBOWL 

PARTY 5:30pm 

(Reservations  

Suggested) 

8 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

 

  

  

9 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

10 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

  

  

11 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

 Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

  

  

12 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

13 

Lunch 

11am-6pm 

Bar 

11am-7pm 

 

  

  

14 

 Lunch 

11am-4pm 

Bar 

11am-4pm 

 

VALENTINE’S 

DINNER &  

DANCE 6:00pm 

(Reservations  

Suggested) 

15 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

 

  

 

 

16 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

 

   

17 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

 

 

  

18 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

 Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

  

  

19 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

20 

Lunch 

11am-6pm 

Bar 

11am-7pm 

21 

 Lunch 

11am-5pm 

Bar 

11am-6pm 

 

    

22 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

  

 

23 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 

24 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

  

25 

            Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

 

 

  

  

26  

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

5:30pm-8pm 

 

 

27 

Lunch 

11am-3:30pm 

Bar 

11am-7pm 

 

  

28  

Lunch 

11am-5pm 

Bar 

11am-6pm 

 

  29 

Lunch 

11am-4:30pm 

Dinner 

 5:30pm-8pm 
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FITNESS & SOCIAL CALENDAR   

FEBRUARY 2016 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 

Fit4Life 8:am 

Aqua Fit 9:15 am 

Bridge  9:30 am 

Sports Yoga  

10am 

Zumba 11:30 

2         Tai-Chi 

9:00 am 

     Walking Club 

9:00 am 

Sports Yoga 9am 

 Zumba Tone/Step 

11:30 am 

3  

      Fit4Life  8:00 am 

     Mahjongg  9:00 am  

Aqua Fit  9:15 am 

 Zumba Tone 11:30 am 

Chicks and Flicks 12pm 

Mixed Bridge 

4 

Walking Club 

9:00 am  

Yoga  9:00 am 

Bunco 9:30 am 

 Sports Yoga 5 pm 

Veterans 6:30pm 

5 

Yoga 

9:00 am 

Bridge 

9:30 am 

Knitting Club 

2:00 pm 

6 

RS Striders 

Walking Club 

9:00 am - Pavilion 

 Line Dancing 

2:00 pm 

7 

  

  

  

   

  

8       

     Fit4Life 8:am 

Aqua Fit 9:15 am 

Bridge  9:30 am 

Sports Yoga  

10am 

Zumba 11:30 

FLOW Yoga 6 pm 

9        Tai-Chi 

9:00 am 

     Walking Club 

9:00 am 

Sports Yoga 9am 

 Zumba Tone/Step 

11:30 am 

Texas Hold-Em  

5:20 pm 

10  

      Fit4Life  8:00 am 

     Mahjongg  9:00 am  

Aqua Fit  9:15 am 

 Zumba Tone 11:30 am 

Birds of River Strand 

2pm 

Mixed Bridge 

5:30 pm 

11    

       Walking Club 

9:00 am  

Yoga  9:00 am 

Bunco 9:30 am 

 Sports Yoga 5 pm 

Veterans 6:30pm 

12 

  

Yoga 

9:00 am 

Bridge 

9:30 am 

  

  

13 

RS Striders 

Walking Club 

9:00 am - Pavilion 

 Line Dancing 

2:00 pm 

  

  

14 

 

  

15       

      Fit4Life 8am 

Aqua Fit 9:15 am 

Bridge  9:30 am 

Sports Yoga  

10am 

Zumba 11:30 

FLOW Yoga  

6:00 pm 

16        Tai-Chi 

9:00 am 

     Walking Club 

9:00 am 

Sports Yoga 9am 

 Zumba Tone/Step 

11:30 am 

Texas Hold-Em 

5:20 pm 

17 

      Fit4Life  8:00 am 

     Mahjongg  9:00 am  

Aqua Fit  9:15 am 

 Zumba Tone 11:30 am 

Mixed Bridge 

5:30 pm 

  

  

18 

       Walking Club 

9:00 am  

Yoga  

9:00 am 

Sports Yoga 

5 pm 

   

  

19 

  

Yoga 

9:00 am 

Bridge 

9:30 am 

Knitting Club 

2:00 pm 

  

20 

 

RS Striders 

Walking Club 

9:00 am - Pavilion 

 Line Dancing 

2:00 pm 

  

  

21 

  

  

  

  

  

 

22 

    Fit4Life 8:am 

Aqua Fit 9:15 am 

Bridge  9:30 am 

Sports Yoga  

10am 

Zumba 11:30 

FLOW Yoga  

6:00 pm 

23      Tai-Chi 

9:00 am 

     Walking Club 

9:00 am 

Sports Yoga 9am 

 Zumba Tone/Step 

11:30 am 

Texas Hold-Em 

5:20 pm 

24 

      Fit4Life  8:00 am 

     Mahjongg  9:00 am  

Aqua Fit  9:15 am 

 Zumba Toning  11:30 

am 

Mixed Bridge 

5:30 pm 

25  

      Walking Club 

9:00 am  

Yoga  

9:00 am 

Bunco 9:30 am 

FITNESS 101 10am 

Sports Yoga 

5 pm 

26  

  

Yoga 

9:00 am 

Bridge 

9:30 am 

 

 

  

27 

 

RS Striders 

Walking Club 

9:00 am - Pavilion 

 Line Dancing 

2:00 pm 

  

  

28 

  

  

  

  

  

  

29 

     Fit4Life  8:am 

Aqua Fit 9:15 am 

Bridge  9:30 am 

Sports Yoga  

10am 

Zumba 11:30 

FLOW Yoga  

6:00 pm 
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Denotes Clubs Meeting at the Community Center 
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February Fitness and Social Activities  
FITNESS 

AQUA FIT:      9:15 am on Monday and Wednesday.    

CARDIO TENNIS:   6:30 pm on Wednesday and Friday. $15 members. 

FIT 4 LIFE:    8:00 am on Monday and Wednesday.   

FITNESS 101:    Thursday, January 21st. 10 am Equipment, 10:30 am Weights.  

FLOW YOGA:    6:00 pm Monday. Intermediate practice.  

LINE DANCING:    It’s back! 2:00 pm on Saturday, beginning January 2nd. Clubhouse fitness room. 

RIVER STRAND STRIDERS:  9:00 am on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Pavilion at Central Park. 

SPORTS YOGA:    Monday at 10 am, Tuesday at 9 am, Thursday at 5 pm. Classes are $15.  

TAI-CHI:    9:00 am Tuesday. Pavilion at Central Park.  

YOGA:     9:00 am on Thursday & Friday. 

ZUMBA:     11:30 am on Monday. 

ZUMBA TONING/STEP MIX:  11:30 am on Tuesday. 

ZUMBA TONING:    11:30 am on Wednesday. 

SOCIAL 

*PLEASE NOTE SOME SOCIAL GROUPS WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY MET AT THE RIVER STRAND CLUBHOUSE,  WILL 

RELOCATE TO THE COMMUNITY CENTER. PLEASE REVIEW THOSE AND THEIR START DATE BELOW: 

 

BIRDS OF RIVER STRAND:  2:00 pm on Wednesday, February 10th. Join Mattie for this world famous event at 

     the Community Center 

BRIDGE:     9:30 am on Monday and Friday. Group will play at the Community Center on 

     Mondays and at the Club house on Fridays     

BRIDGE LESSONS:   1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Complimentary. Community Center 

BUNCO:    9:30 am the first and third Thursday of the month. River Strand Clubhouse. 

CHICKS AND FLICKS:   First Wednesday of every month. This month meet at Geckos at Noon followed 

     by a movie of your choice. See flyer on page 7.  

MAHJONGG:    9:00 am on Wednesday. Currently playing at Community Center. 

MAHJONGG LESSONS:   6:00 pm to 8:00 pm on Monday. Complimentary. Community Center. See page 2. 

MIXED BRIDGE:    5:30 pm on Wednesday. Group will play at Community Center.  

TEXAS HOLD-’EM:    5:20 pm-8:00 pm on Tuesday.  Group will play at the Community Center. 

VETERANS NETWORK:   6:30 pm on the first Thursday of the month in the conference room. Meet at the 

     River Strand clubhouse. 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH  3:00 pm at the Community Center on first Wednesday of the month. 

KNITTING CLUB    2:00 pm on Friday. First and Third of the month at the Community Center. 

BOOK CLUB    5:30 pm-8:00 pm at the Community Center meets first Thursday of the month. 

    Contact Paulette Gandel for more information. 

    5:30 pm-8:00 pm at the Community Center meets third Thursday of the month. 

    Contact Kathy Rome for more information. 

The Strand 

The River Strand Transition Budget and Finance Committee will meet the 4th Tuesday of the 

month at the Community Center at 6:30 pm. 
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Birds of River Strand 

Email your photos to admin@riverstrandgolf.com for possible inclusion in an upcoming newsletter. 

Welcome to our newest members! Sign up in the Admin-

istrative Offices at the clubhouse for our New Member 

Orientation. These informative sessions take place in the 

clubhouse board room at 2 pm on the first Friday of every 

month.  

Attending the Orientation is a greet way to meet other 

new members and get your River Strand bearings. 

A Blue Heron in River Strand.                Photo by Rodney Grubiak 

Janet Lucas 

Joan Greco  

David Tollis & Tammie Pickard  

Steven Kriegshaber & Annette Aldridge  

Monty & Donna Messersmith  

Federic & Karen Lamb  

Anthony Douglas & Irina Zaremba  

Bruce & Claudia Embree  

Andrew Makkawy  

David Phaneuf  

Al Ambrosino & Ida Savello  

Shirley & Donald Wild  

Robert & Sandi Pasqualucci  

Sean Williams & Taylor McLauhlin  

Christine Broomfield & Michael LoPresti  

Club 

Connections 
Lifestyle Director, Lori Hoppe 

A Spoonbill in a River Strand Lake.      Photo by Rodney Grubiak 

A Owl on the 7th hole of Estuary.           Photo by Dave Redinger 
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Please Join Us In Welcoming Our New River Strand  

Chef Radames Febles 
 

Radames brings his passion for combining the freshest locally sourced produce 

and products available, back to his adopted hometown, Bradenton, FL. 

Radames was born in Connecticut, but moved to Bradenton, FL at a very young 

age. He spent summers in Puerto Rico with his grandparents, helping out on 

the farm, and eventually moving there for a couple of years. It was during his 

time there that he developed his love of cooking, while watching his grand-

mother make her creations in the kitchen. 

 

Later, Radames took his love of cooking and hardcore sensibility to New York 

in order to study at the Culinary Institute of America. After departing CIA, he 

moved to the Hudson River Valley where he cooked at the Quail Hollow Res-

taurant and the historic Beekman Arms. 

 

His travels next took him to Los Angeles 

where he worked for Norman Van Aken, de-

scribed as “The Culinary Titan of Florida. 

“Many credit Van Aken with the introducing 

the concept of “Fusion” to the culinary world. 

 

Radames became an integral part of the crea-

tive team who opened Zengo, a new restau-

rant in Santa Monica, CA. Zengo’s menu fea-

tured Asian fusion and new Latin cuisine of 

Radames’ creation. 

 

The next stop on Radames’ 

culinary Tour of Duty land-

ed him alongside interna-

tionally renowned chef and 

restaurateur Ricard Sando-

val. Radames spent the next 

five years as Head Chef for 

Sandoval at Cima, and then 

its sister restaurant, Maya, Beaver Creek, Colo-

rado. 

 

Chef Radames is now back in Bradenton, with 

lovely wife Amber. He enjoys fishing in his 

spare time, when he is not out searching for 

the perfect local produce and products for his 

amazing creations. 





The planning committee has begun to get things organized for our 4th Annual Charity Golf Event 
which will take place on February 22nd and 23rd. We will once again sponsor the Food Bank of 
Manatee but are very pleased to announce that we will also include Hope Family Services which 
aids domestic violence survivors in Bradenton and the surrounding area. 
  
The event will be launched with a Silent Auction the evening of February 22nd in the clubhouse, 
open to the entire River Strand Community and will continue until about 1:00 p.m. the following 
day. It will feature a variety of items to bid on including Restaurant vouchers, Art Work by local art-
ists, and articles from various merchants in the community, to name but a few.  
 
Continuing on Tuesday February 23rd all ladies of River Strand, their friends and family members 
are welcomed to participate in the golf tournament.  It will be an 18 hole Scramble with lots of fun 
games on the course. A prize will be awarded for the best dressed group, so put on your bling and 
come have some fun.    
 
Last year we raised over $14,000 and are looking forward to making it an even better event this 
year.  In addition to raising money, we have a Wish List from the Shelter which includes blankets, 
personal hygiene products, diapers, and much more.  Even if you don’t golf, it’s easy to make a 
contribution to this worthwhile cause by knitting or crocheting a blanket, picking up a case of paper 
towel or tissue when you are out shopping or dropping off a check so they can get what they need.  

Save the Date for a Ladies’ League Charity Golf Event:  

Putt’n on the Ritz...Black and Bling ! 
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 7155 Grand Estuary Trail 
 Bradenton, FL  34212 
 941-708-3837 Phone 
 941-708-3785 Fax 
 www.riverstrandgolf.com 
 

 Lennar Customer Care 
 866-226-4057 
 

 Icon Management Services 
 941-747-7261 Phone 
 941-526-3283 After Hours 
 

 Clubhouse General Office  
 Mon-Fri, 9:00am-5:00pm 
 Phone: 941-708-3837     
 

 Golf Shop 
 Every Day, 6:00am-6:00pm 
 Phone: 941-708-3617 
 

 Tennis Shop  
 Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-7:00 pm  
 Saturday & Sunday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 
 

 Grille Room 
 941-932-8667 
 Check calendar for seasonal hours of operation.  
 

 Fitness Center  
 24 Hours, every day  
 Member photo id card needed for access.    
 

 Swimming Pools 
 Open from dawn until dusk.  
 

 Gate Attendant 
 Phone: 941-746-2167 (gatehouse)  
 E-Mail: gatehouse@riverstrandgolf.com  
 Envera (Gate Company): 941-556-0732 (24-hours) 
 Nightly Security Patrol: 941-549-9637 
 

 Property Managers - River Strand/Heritage Harbour 
 Dan Arens, LCAM,  Single Family Homes 
 Phone: 941-932-8663  
 E-Mail: darens@theiconteam.com 
 Matt Koratich, LCAM,  Condominiums 
 Phone: 941-932-8671 
 E-Mail: mkoratich@theiconteam.com 

RIVER STRAND GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 

General Manager 
Pat Cattanach, PGA, LCAM 
Phone: 941-708-3837 
E-Mail: pcattanach@theiconteam.com 
 

River Strand Master Association Board Member 
Terry Lyons 
Phone: 941-896-7525  
Email: ternanlyons@aol.com 
 

Golf Course Superintendent 
Renze Berg 
Phone: 941-748-8626 
E-Mail: renzeb@riverstrandgolf.com 
 

Head Golf Professional 
Corey Pion, PGA 
Phone: 941-708-3617 
E-Mail: corey@riverstrandgolf.com  
 

Director of Tennis    
Nate Griffin, USPTA 
Phone: 941-932-8680 
E-Mail: tennispro@riverstrandtennis.com 
 

Executive Chef     
Radames Febles 
Phone: 941-932-8665 
E-Mail: radamesf@riverstrandgolf.com  
 

Food & Beverage Manager 
Nicole Resner 
Phone: 941-932-8664 
E-Mail: nicoler@riverstrandgolf.com 
 

Lifestyle Director 
Lori Hoppe 
Phone: 941-708-3785 
E-Mail: admin@riverstrandgolf.com 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Bianca Johnson 
Phone: 941-708-3837 
E-Mail: reception@riverstrandgolf.com 
 

Concession Supervisor 
Laura Kommick 
Phone: 941-708-3837, ext. 110 

mailto:WalterA@riverstrandgolf.com

