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Vestavia Country Club reopens course
to deserved acclaim

Wow! The new seventh hole.

A spectacular view of the new golf patio.

I’ve been following the complete overhaul and redesign of
Vestavia Country Club’s course with keen interest and it was my
joy to play it a couple of weeks ago.
The course closed Jan. 9, 2017 and reopened the beginning
of June. Thus it was closed almost 18 months and the results are
incredible, with the new routing bearing minimal resemblance to
the original George Cobb design.
Lester George, a Virginia-based golf course architect, took the
Cobb layout, which opened for play in 1951, after being incorporated in 1948, and has had a number of re-dos over the years, but
nothing approaching the scope and scale of the work spearheaded by George and his George Golf Design Inc. group, along with
a construction crew from industry leaders Landscapes Unlimited,
and basically started over. It has been grown in by long-time
course superintendent Owen Coulson and his crew.

Make no mistake, this is a brandnew course.
“A lot of my success,” George, a
30-plus year veteran of the industry,
who I found to be equal parts engaging and straight-shooter, said, when I
visited with him earlier this year, “has
been taking older, elite courses with
classic designs and giving them a
new look. I’ve built my reputation on
many renovations and restorations
by implementing strategy, fun and
playability into my designs.”
This rebuild has been a long time
coming. A long range architectural
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The new third hole.

golf course committee was established way back in
2006 and was headed by Chairman Alan Coshatt all
the way through to fruition.
Coshatt, a fine player with a keen eye for detail,
was my ongoing liaison with George and one of
my recent playing partners, along with head golf
professional Blanton Tessin and my son Colin.
Interviews for prospective architects began in
2010.
“We contacted 12 (potential architects) and
interviewed five,” Coshatt said. “Lester’s name kept
coming up and we were blown away by his submission of plans for one hole.”
The hole in question is No. 3, which bears little to
no resemblance to what came before it.
“Lester had a reputation for handling big renovations at big clubs,” Coshatt continued. “We offered
him a blank canvas and asked him what was possible.”

Looking down the new 12th.

No. 9 features a cavernous bunker in front of the green on
this short par 4.

The process continued on and George was formally hired in 2011.
“It’s like I was pregnant for 58 months (from the
time of being hired to getting started),” George
said.
Fast forward to my visit and the work done by all
involved is significant and substantial.
“Fun is the word that comes up time after time,”
Coshatt said. “The distance Lester has taken us as a
course is amazing. For him to see the potential and
then deliver us the final product is really very cool
indeed. He had zero fear, saw his vision and delivered. I know he has blown the minds of so many of
our members.”
There isn’t a single hole that didn’t receive sizable attention and changes, with all but holes 1
and 9 on the front nine significantly different and
not a single hole on the back nine remotely the
same. Indeed, the back nine routing is changed

The “Principal’s Nose” bunker dominates the 11th fairway.
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No. 16 under construction.

No. 16, the finished product.
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