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< One of the area’s biggest

st draws is Crater Lake. Roughly
75 miles from Medford, it offers some
of the most stunning scenery any-
where. The lake sits in a collapsed
volcano surrounded by a 20-mile ring
of tree-covered cliffs. Just time your
visit carefully: Crater Lake National
Park is generally buried in snow Oc-
tober through June (nps.gov/cria).

Porters is the place for a

238 post-round celebration. The
Medford restaurant is housed in a
restored train station originally built
in 1910. Beyond the décor, Poriers

S th o (porterstrainstation.com) has an
ou ern regon exposure inventive menu that stresses local
Golf finds a place in culture-rich Rogue Valley ;'fu"f‘;;fjl:fhtgfug’jlf:gsﬂ“f‘r';;“;‘f

award-winning Rogue Creamery.

"""-Southem Oregon’s Rogue Valley has a reputation for culture, starting with the annual Oregon
i espeare Festival in Ashland (orshakes.org). The area s also a favorite among campers, hikers,
" riverrafters and wine-glass swirlers. Until now; golf wasn’t much of a factor, but Centennial Golf

' Chub, which opened in Medford last May, is changing things.
esigned by former U.S. Amateur champion John Fought, Centennial (884 with cart,
centennialgolfelub.com) is the valley’s first new, upscale public course in a decade. Manage-
ment is especially proud of the course’s grooming, which is superb. With wide fairways and an

The 70-room Ashland Springs
i Hotel, opened in 1925, got a

open, linksy feel, the layout will test you—but it shouldn’t leave you wrung out, Hamlet-like, top-to-bottom makeover in the late
wondering whether to be or not to be. 1990s but still exudes old-fashioned

While there, consider driving 20 minutes to Eagle Point. Here you'll find the ### )2 Stoneridge charm. Sit in the two-story lobby and
Golf Course ($43 with cart, 541-830-4653) and the # ¥ 7#/2 Eagle Point Golf Club ($63 with cart, read a book by the fire—or watch the
fourists parade past its restored an-
tique windows (ashlandspringshotel
.com). Rates start at $80.

eaglepointgolf.com). Stoneridge is the hilliest of the area and most economical, with arate as low as
$27 for walkers. Locals consider

the Robert Trent Jones Jr-designed
Eagle Point the most challenging.
Peter Finch

Rogue Valley is less than six
TD?‘ hours straight up Interstate
5 from San Francisco. Or you can
fly into Rogue Valley International-
Medford Airport (MFR). Worth
stretching your trip by a few days:
Over the volcano: The great Bandon Dunes and Sun-
Crater Lake is a river golf resorts are less than four
natural wonder. hours away by car.
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