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Subject: 
VGCSA Board Conference Call

Date, Time, Place:



Thursday, February 7th, 2008, 10:00AM

Participants:  Eric Spurlock, Jeff Berg, David Norman, Peter McDonough, Steve Harris, 



Chris Petrelli, Stewart Scott, Kim Garnett and Matt Boyce

I. Call to Order

a. Spurlock called the meeting to order at 10:10 and thanked all participants

II. Approval of Minutes

a. Minutes approved from 2008 Annual Meeting

III. Treasurer’s report

a. Berg reported on the finances of the VSGCA

b. Norman elaborated on the social event held during the National conference in which the expenses were split 60/40 with the MAAGCS, in which the VGCSA paid $4,800 to have the event and $5,000 was sponsored through partners
c. Berg added the dues need to be turned in on time
d. Norman noted that he had just received the 2007 tax return, which was on target with expectations 

IV. 2008 Committee Assignments

a. Spurlock, McDonough, Berg agreed it would be beneficial if the Chairman asked for help from the local chapter he/she represents.

b. Spurlock described each Committee and named its Chair

i. Joe Saylor will be held at Willow Oaks on October 27, 2008
ii. Spurlock noted a few changes from the 2007 Committees

iii. McDonough stated the importance of BMP research

c. All Board members agreed on Committee assignments

V. GCSAA Re-cap

a. Spurlock recapped elections and added it was a great experience

b. CEO Search – Three finalists will go to Headquarters for interviews

c. New records exceeded in Trade Show floor space and education registrants

d. Many Thanks to David Norman for a great social event

i. No negative comments

ii. Discussion on managing attendees and budget

iii. Discussion on RSVP procedure

iv. Norman noted positive comments on the intimate setting

v. McDonough thought “casual and fun” was the way to go

vi. Berg suggested a “50-50” raffle and live auction

VI. VTC Recap

a. Discussion on the annual meeting and its coordination with the rest of the VTC

VII. Golf Events

a. The Joe Saylor Memorial Tournament will be held at the Willow Oaks Country Club in Richmond

i. Spurlock wanted to continue the Toys for Tots charity feature
ii. Spurlock hoped it would exceed previous year’s tournaments (no pressure!!)

b. Tollie Quinn Tournament

i. McDonough will find out where the tournament and qualifier will be held

c. Spurlock also discussed the Wee One Foundation Tournament

i. This is a Foundation that supports Superintendents and their family during times of need due an illness
VIII. Government Relations
a. McDonough recapped nutrient management in which a deadline has been set to make a decision
b. McDonough recapped 2008 Legislative Session

c. The H2B program was also discussed

IX. Partner Program

a. Discussion on standardizing the sponsorship for the social event


i. Syngenta could play a large role next year

b. Board felt they were in need of new prospects

c. McDonough felt there was a need to send a formalized “Thank you” letter to all our partners

i. Spurlock would procure a letter

X. Publications and Elections
a. Spurlock and Berg requested anything that is newsworthy, please submit 

b. Spurlock asked that the Research Programs have a letter to describe the needs of the institution.

c. McDonough also added a section on Tournament prep would be informational.

d. Berg added that a highlight from each local chapter will be implemented

e. Berg also added the positive affect of the color newsletter

i. Cost estimated at an extra $2,000 to budget

ii. Spurlock ended the discussion by recommending the continued colors on the covers while more research is gathered on the financial impact 

XI. Survey Update

a. Large discussion was debated that included:

i. the direction of the survey

ii. who will receive a copy

iii. electronic versus hard copy

iv. if the non-participants would be charged

b. Spurlock and Norman will discuss further and report back to the Board

     XII.       Old Business
a. Congratulations to Stuart Scott for his work on the Dues structure

b. McDonough shared his work with the Golf Council 
i. Dick Johns is the Chair

      XIII.    New Business
c. The Landscape Supply Conferences are upon us in Roanoke and Richmond

i. Berg encouraged photos to be taken

d. The GCSAA gave a $1,000 to help set-up the new VSGCA/GCSAA logo

e. Spurlock asked for feedback on having a Vendor and Assistant representative on the Board

i. Discussions on who would choose the vender rep

ii. Need to check the by-laws for clarification

f. Spurlock addressed the member dues differences between the local chapters 


i. Spurlock recommended all due structures be the same and consistent

1. Garnett expressed concern for losing members

g. McDonough thought vendor dues could be tied into the partnerships

XIV. Adjournment
a. After Spurlock thanked everyone for their time the call was adjourned at 12:04 PM.

Respectfully prepared and submitted

Matt Boyce 

VSGCA Secretary/ Treasurer 

